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jf such was the fact, it was not known to him. 
fle was merely stating facts as they appeared upon 
the record, and which were open to the inspection 


of every man. He did not desire to detain the 
House; and he would therefore move that the bill 
be laid upon the table. ; 

Mr. CASEY appealed to Mr. Netson to with- 
draw the motion. ; ; 

Mr. NELSON hesitated, bat finally withdrew 
the motion on the pledge of renewal. 

So the motion was withdrawn. 


Mr. CASEY then said a few words, scarcely 
heard in the confusion, but he was understood to in- 
timate his opinion that these applications for re- 
newalsof patents, by which atax was to be imposed 
ypon the manufacturing and agricultural interests 
of the country, had become to be a nuisance which 
ought to be abated. These interests were already 
sufficiently burdened with taxation. This patent 
had been in existence since 1819, and the parties 
had had the benefit of it ever since. He was in 
favor of the passage of a law by which all these 
cases should be referred to a proper tribunal, 
where they could be properly examined. He was 
opposed to taking up the time of the House in 
discussing these matters, especially when it was 
pressed 80 heavily with the weight of other busi- 
ness. He should renew the motion of the gentle- 
man from New York, [Mr. Netson,] because he 
had pledged himself to do so; but he would prefer 
that the bill should be referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, when it 
might take its place on the calendar and undergo 
the proper eXamination. 

He moved therefore that the bill be laid upon 
the table. 

Mr. HARLAN appealed to Mr. Casey to with- 
draw the motion. 

Mr. CASEY declined; not feeling at liberty to 
do so—having spoken by the courtesy of the gen- 
tleman from New York. 

Mr. BINGHAM, and others, asked the yeas 
and nays. 

The SPEAKER counted the House, and an- 
nounced 25 gentlemen in favor of ordering the yeas 
and nays. 

Mr. WENTWORTH called for tellers upon 
ordering the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. McQueen 
and OGLE were appointed. 

The question was taken, and the tellers reported 
—ayes 40. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken, and decided in the neg- 
ative—yeas 59, nays 115, as follow: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bi oyd, Burrow: 
Buit, Cartier, Coen Danlet, Biaoick? ae oto 
Alexander Evans, Freedley, Fuller, Gilmore, Gott, Hail, 
Hamiwa, Thomas L. Harris, Haymond, Henry, Hibbard, 
Howe, Hunter, W. T. Jackson, Andrew Johnson, Jones, 
Preton K.ing, Job Mann, Marshall, McLanahan, Morris, 
Nels a Wewell, Otis, Owen, Peaslee, Putnam, Richardson, 
Risley, Robinson, Rockwell, Root, Rose, Rose, Silvester, 
Alexander H. ns, Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, 
le James Thompson, John B. Thompson, Thurman, 
wa Wallace, Wentworth, Whiuiesey, and Wood 

NAYS—Mesers. Albertson, Alexander, Allen, Alston, 
Anderson, Ashman, Bayly, Bennett, Bissell, Booth, Briggs, 
Brooks, Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Thomas 
Butler, E. C. Cabell, Jos, Cable, George A. Caldwell, Joseph 
P. Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Cleveland, 
W. R. W. , Cole, Conger, Corwin, Deberry, Disney, 
Dixon, Doty, Duncan, Edmundson, Natian Evans, Ewing, 
Featherston, Fitch, Fowler, Gentry, Gerry, Giddings, Gor- 
Eine War ith Wii Hanan, Hata 

. € 
Himes; Houston,” Howard, Hubbard, Urge, oweph W: 


Jackson, L. Johnson, Robert W. 
Kauf G. J . . ; 
LaSdre, Lefer Ladiefcht’ Homes Ben’ ionnoe Mase 
son . McDonald, McDowell, MeKissock, Finis 
ueen, MeWillie, Moors, Morse, Morton, 
ele, Orr, é » Potter, Powell, Reed, Reynolds, 
Rumeey, Sawtelle, Sehermerhorn, Sehoole : 
i. qt Spaulding, wey conan P. Stanton, Richard 
+ ton, one teat one Bn Thompson, 
pes Williams, Wilmot, Wood, aud Somat 
t. BAYLY moved that the rules be suspended 
fae meee itself into Committee 
Mr. hole state of the Union. 


— » of nia, 
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to Mr. Barty to withdraw the motion—for what || Delegates are properly allowed to debate al! sub- 

object was not heard. || jects. 
€ question was taken, and decided in the af- || Mr. SIBLEY. The act of 1817, which defines 
firmative—ayes 89, noes 45. || the duties of Delegates, extends to them the right of 

The House accordingly resolved itself into || debating, but not of voting. That is to say, the 

Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, || are permitted to do everything but that act, whieh 
(Mr. Boyp in the chair.) || is of itself the sum and substance of all legislation. 
CALIFORNIA. || If Ido not entirely misapprehend what the term 


The CHAIRMAN announced the California || legislation means in its strict sense, it isthe majority 


: : _ vote of the members of a constituted body au- 
» ge and bill as the firet business in order. | thorized to make laws. All motions, or resolu- 
INDIAN APPROPRIATIONS. 


. || tions, or other proceedings of such a body, are 
Mr. BAYLY moved to ay that message as, || the preliminaries, the prerequisites, the safeguards; 
to take up the Indian a eae bill, 


|| bat the vote itself is the legislation, and nothing 
Mr. WENTWORTH called for tellers. || else. Will any one contend that it is not in the 
Mr. SWEETSER inquired if it would not be || power of this House, at its discretion, to do away 
in order, as a privileged motion, to move to take up || entirely with all the forms now required by its 
the private calendar—this being the day assigned || rules, except so far as they may be provided for 
Worse er atmaaetet teenal? - oe bills. || in the ees itself, a vote at _ upon 
e . Not at all, Ne private | any naked proposition made by one of its mem- 
calendar is under consideration in Committee of | Bete and adapt i? Would aeteerd submitting of 
the Whole House. || such a proposition be a part of the legislation, ot 
Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Waxpo and || would not the vote giving it vitality and effective- 
OGLE were appointed. ness be the legislative act? Until that vote was 
The question was taken, and the tellers report- || given, the proposition itself remained a naked ab- 
ed—ayes 98, noes 49. || straction, inert, lifeless, and without strength or 
So the California message and bill were laid | virtue. — 
aside. The right of debate to be accorded by the 
Mr. BAYLY moved that the committee proceed || House to a Delegate, should, in the opinion of the 
to the consideration of House bill No. 331. gentleman, be confined entirely to subjects of in- 
Mr. HOUSTON. What is the bill? terest to the Territory by him represented. Ad- 
Several Voices. Tell ws what the bill is. || mitting this construction, | would inquire what 
The question was taken on the motion of Mr. || great measures are legislated upon by Congress 
Barty, and was agreed to. || which do not as much affect the people of the 
The House thereupon proceeded to the consid- || Territories as those of the States? All laws pro- 
— yee 331. It oy bill making eres | opm a comm ean in os ee 
tions for the current and contingent expenses of | the tariff system, or in the price of the public 
the Indian Department, and for fulfilling treaty | lands, or in’ the system of internal improvements, 
stipulations with various Indian tribes, for the year || or in the fiscal or commertial policy of the coun- 
ending June 30, 1851. || try; in fact, every subject of general importance 
_Mr. KAUFMAN moved that the committee |} to which the attention of Congress is directed, 
rise, for the purpose of terminating the general de- || carries with it as much of weal or wo to the peo- 
bate. || ple of your Territories as to those of the Siates 
Several Voices. What is the bill? We know || themselves. Would there be a show of justice in 
nothing about it. || precluding Delegates from taking part in the de~ 
The title of the bill (which had not yet been || bate upon such topics? 
read) was read as above. After all, what is an organized Territory, and 
Mr. BAYLY said, the bill was very long. The || what its political relation to the General Govern- 
habit of the committee had been that bills should ] ment? It is a collection of citizens of the United 
be read through, and should then be read by items. } States upon the public domain, having individ- 
He hoped that the committee would dispense with || vally, as such, all the specific and constitutional 
the general reading of the bill, and that it would || rights of other citizens resident in the States, and 
be read and considered by items. || paying in the same ratio their sehen of the 
Mr. WENTWORTH objected, and demanded || expenses of the Government of the Union; but not 
the reading of the bill. || being sufficiently numerous to reach that standard 
The Clerk proceeded to read the bill. || which is entitled to a vote under the laws of the 
After he had read a few items— || land, they are debarred from that privilege, bat 
Mr. EWING interposed, and, on his motion, || from no other. In other words, your Teriitories 
the further reading of the bill, by unanimous con- || are members of the national family, not, indeed, 
sent, was dispensed with. || arrived at maturity, nor emancipated from paternal 
Mr. SIBLEY moved to strike out the first sec- || control, but equally interested in the welfare of that 
tion of the bill. || family, with those who have arrived at full age, 
Mr. SIBLEY said: Mr. Chairman, before Ae }| and eqaally entitled to be 1 on those subjects, 
ceed to the consideration of the particular subject | which are of importance to all. 
before the House, | crave its lillatggaes wile ||| If this is a rational and just view of the position 
advert, in very brief terms, to certain remarks | which a Territory bears to the parent Govern- 
made by an honorable gentleman from New York || ment, and if there is nothing in the Constitution 
[Mr. Durr] a few days since, with reference to | which forbids this House from admitting Delegates 
the’ privileges of a Delegate to Congress. {it was || as consulting, but not voting members, { can- 
my wish to reply to him at the time, but I could | not perceive the propriety of the views expressed 
not obtain the floor for that purpose. by the honorable gentleman to whom I have re- 
That gentleman denied that a Delegate coifld be || ferred. If making motions and introducing res- 
olutions are no more strict legislation, than is the 
mere act of debating such motions or resolutions, 
(| then I must think the member from New York is 
|| decidedly wrong in admitting the one privilege, 


invested with any rights in this House, save that | 
of addressing it upon subjects strictly appertaining } 
to the Territory represented by him; and he even 
asserted that the practice of the House in permit- 
ting a Delegate to make a motion, or to introduce | and rejecting or refusing the other. Pi 

a bill or resolution, was not proper, nor in accord- || The difference between a territorial condition 
ance with constitutional restrictions. { do not in- || under this Republic, and a mere colony, is well 
tend to go into’a discussion of this subject, but || and forcibly described by an English writer, 
will merely state certain propositions, which | be- “The United States,” he says, “have no col- 
lieve to be correct, to justify this body in extend- || 


|| *onies. California and Oregon, whether __ 
ing to the Delegates from ‘as Territories or organized as States, are integra 
i of members, save that of voting. 


erritories every priv- | ’ : 
| ‘portions of the Republic. They occupy a definite 
Mr. DUER (Mr.8. yielding’) it was the gen- || ‘place in a great imperial! system, nicely balancin 
tleman from scorgia Mr. PuENs] and not || ‘the centrifugal form of self-government, wi 
that position. 





I believe that 


i ‘the centripetal obligations of the federal league, - 
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* Whereas, an English colony, what is it?—a com- 
‘munity which ja to the world what the Cagots 
‘ were to medieval society—an entity unknown to 


‘international law, and disregarded by national || 


‘ comity—without one-distinet right, or one unal- 
‘terabvle privilege, without name, 
‘acter or cognizable analogy.’’ 
With these few remarks, Mr. Chairman, upon 
the general character of territorial governments, 
i now proceed to another topic, to which I alluded 
several weeks since, stating, at the same time, m 
intention to discuss it at an appropriate saned. 


i refer to our relations with the Indian tribes | 


within our limite, but more especially with those 
of the Northwest. The subject is one which ap- 
peals to the sympathies not only of the people | 
have the honor to represent, but to those of every 
American. The solution of the problem which 
involvea the civilization of the remaining Abori- 
ginal tribes, or the alternative of their utter ex- 
tinction, is intimately connected, also, with the 
peace and ultimate prosperity of our own Teryi- 
tory. 
ray imperative duty, not only to my constituents, 
but to the Indiana themselves, to review briefly 
the policy of the Government in their intercourse 
with the latter, and to suggest such a remedy for 
existing evils, aa will, in my judgment, suffice to 
meet the exigencies of the case. If, unfortunately, 
this Government shall still persist in its present 
course, with a full knowledge of its unhappy tend- 


ency, Minnesota shall at least be freed from any | 


responsibility on that score. 

i am aware, sir, that the Commissioner of In- 
dian Affairs is r 
exhibit of the affairs of his department, and of 
the general condition of the Indians within the 
himus of the United States. But it is equally 


uired by law to make an annual | 


position, char- || 


| 


istence. It remained for those Anglo-Saxons, who 
fled to this New World to escape persecution ‘at 
home, and for their descendants, boastful as they 
are and have ever been, of their philanthropy and 
their religion—it remained for them, I say, to 
show to the world, that while they wrested from 
the red man the soil which gave him birth, they 
neither incorporated him into their community 
as a-member, nor bestowed upon him any of 
those beneficent appliances which were necessar 

to preserve him, and raise him to a level wit 

themselves, From the days of the Pilgrim Fathers 
to the present time, there is the same sad story to 


be repeated, of grievous wrongs inflicted upon this | 


unhappy race. 
Sir, history has thus far failed to do justice to 


| the heroic bands, who have struggled so fiercely 


| fathers, from the grasping hand of the white man. | 
The wars which have so often desolated the fron- | 


| atrocities on the part of the Indians, will, never- | 
it is for these reasons that I regard it to be | 


to preserve their lands and the graves of their 


tier, sullied indeed with horrid butcheries and 


theless, hereafter be referred to as the efforts of a 
brave and patriotic race to maintain themselves in 
the position in which Providence had placed them. 


| True, numbers, science, and discipline, prevailed 


certain that his report does not receive an attentive || 


pen from one tenth of the members of either 
louse of Congress, In fact, so far as any legisla- 


tion is concerned, having for its object the advance- | 


ment of the tribes in civilization, it may well be || the case, and the actual result has been to intro- 


asserted that the whole question is banished from 
these Halls. You have as one of the standing 


commitiees of this House, that on Indian Affairs; | 
bui if Lam notin error, itis no part of the duty | 
assigned to that committee, composed as it is of | 
able and intelligent men, to do more than to act | 


it, 


mittee, continually occupied as it is with other 


upon the business which may be brought before | 
it cannot reasonably be expected of that com- | 


duties, that itshall enter into a detailed examina- | 


tion of the condition of each tribe, to ascertain 


what causes are in operation seriously to affect that | 


condition. Bat of one fact we are all cognizant, 
are rapidly diminishing in number. 
to be incumbent u 


the cause of this diminution, and to arrest it. 


Sir, at an early period of our history, there was | 


much mere attention paid to this subject than 
there now is, and many plans were originated to 
meliorate the condition of the Indian race. 1 can- 


was made to civilize them, or to prepare them for 


admission into the great American society of free- 
men. Then, as now, philanthropic and christian 


ment was, to make reservations upon which the 


nate period, after the title to their lands had been 
extinguished. So soon as the surrounding region 


became settled by the whites, these pocr creatures, | 


subjected to indignities of every description, 
treated as outcaste and supplied with intoxicating 
drinks by unprincipled white men, either dwin- 
dled rapidly we or, forced to sell their reserva- 
tons, emigrated in a body to a more remote part 


in the end, and the vanquished submitted of ne- | 
That will was | 


cessity to the will of the victor. 
death, not by the more merciful sword, but bya 
lengthened course of oppression, of insult, and of 
degradation. 


The system of removing the Indians to the west | 
of the Mississippi originated during the adminis- 
| tration of Mr. Monroe, but it was not acted upon | 


to any extent until after General Jackson was ele- 
vated to the Presidency. 


“healing to the nations.’’ 
Government, it would, doubtless, have been at- 
tended with happy effects. 


duce among the bands of wild and noble savages 
who roam the western prairies, a horde of worth- 


| less vagabonds, reeking with the vices, but pos- 


F || at once elevating and beneficial. 
and that ia, the absolute certainty that the Indians || 


I conceive it | 
n this Government to find out || 


sessed of none of the virtues of the whites, to 
breed a moral pestilence in the land, and to con- 
taminate those who were, comparatively speaking 


If these tribes had been more or less civilized, by 
the well-directed efforts of the Government itself, 
before they were called upon to remove, the influ- 


ence exercised upon the wilder bands, when | 


brought in contact with them, would have been 
Unfortunately, 
as | have before stated, the very reverse of this 
has been the case. 


Sir, it is my sincere conviction, that of all the 


|| Indians who have been removed to the west of the 
| Mississippi, there are very few who entertain kind 
|| feelings towards this Government; nay more, who 


| 


; 


1} 
; 


1} 





: | startling assertion, but it is not the less true. 
not discover, however, that any systematized effort | 


are not its secret or avowed enemies. This is a 


This is to be 


| found in the defective manner in which treaties are 


a. || negotiated with them, in the unfitness of the indi- 
associations and individuals were found laboring |, 


to evangelize them; but theirefforte were then, as | 
they now are, to a great extent abortive and un- | 
successful. The policy pursued by the Govern- | 


viduals too often selected as commissioners, and 


| the litule regard manifested by the agents of the | 
| Government, in carrying out the stipulations of 
| solemn treaties after they are made. 


’ | should be appointed to the responsible office of 
Indians were to be allowed to reside for an indefi- 


No man, sir, 


commissioner on the part of the Government, to 
negotiate with the Indians for the purchase of their 
lands, unless he be of high character, and. pos- 
sessed of a practical knowledge of the peculiar 
characteristics of that race. If the act of making a 
treaty is not to be looked upon as a mere mockery 


| or a farce, every stipulation contained in it, and 


every pledge made by the authorized agent of the 
Government, should be as scrupulously fulfilled as 


of the country, only, in the course of a few years, || if the negotiation had been entered into with a 


to be resub to the same process. 
, Mr, Chairman, the history of the northern por- 
tion of this continent presents one strange fact for 
our consideration. In the wars of the Greeks, the 
Rowane, and the Franks, and, in more modern 
umes, of the British Empire in India, we read of na- 
tion afier nation being pulyngnedinad their territo- 
ries occupied, but never of their becoming speedily 
extinct in consequence of a failure on the part of 
the conqueror to allow them such privileges and 
such conditions as were Indiopenauiele tb their ex- 


sovereign and independent nation. Nay, sir, the 
very fact that the weaker party are powerless to 
redress their grievances, and are entirely depend- 
ent upon the sense of justiee of the other party, 
appeals strongly to this Government to avo even 
the appearance of a desire to shrink from the per- 
formance of its obligations, voluntarily incurred. 
I regret to say, that such magnanimity as this is 
too seldom displayed. On the contrary, when 
commissioners are appointed who do not reside on 
the frontier, and who have little or no sympathy 


It was then announced | 
as the scheme par excellence, which was to afford | 
And, if it had. been | 
carried out according to the original design, with | 
due care and in good faith, by the agents of the | 


But this has not been || 


The 
| reason 18 vbvious to any one who is the least ac- 
| quainted with Indian character, 


with the Indians, they do not hesitate to 

the natural ce of the savages to part with 

their lands, by making promises which they kno 

will never be performed, but which the a. 
| tims believe to be made in good faith. The wa. 

missioners, having sbbegiiabed their object ) 
obtaining the signature of the chie’s, plume then 
selves upon having made a favoraole treaty, leay. 
|| ing the miserable savages to find out in due time 
|| that they have been betrayed and deceived. ‘T),, 
|| first breach of faith is, of course, chargod upon tie 
|| Government itself. Then there arises another just 
| cause ofcomplaint. The treaty stipulations, alie; 


} 


|| they have been duly sanctioned by the Senate, are 
‘| not fulfilled. I will venture the assertion, that 
|| not one in ten of the treaties made will be found io 
|| have been carried out in good faith. If they were 
5 sir, your streets would not be thronged every yea, 

with delegations from distant bands, to seek jus. 
|| tice at the hands of their “Great Father.” Y,,) 
|| old men making weary and toilsome pilgrimaces 
‘| of thousands of miles, to supplicate that thei, 
|| righteous claims may not be longer disregarded, 
One instance of this kind occurs to me, in which 
the Government bound itself to pay $5,000 per an. 
num to a certain band in 1837, and, to this day 
although the sum has been regularly estimated for, 
and appropriated by Congress, that band has never 
received one cent of this annuity; nor has it beep 
|| expended for their benefit. This is but one case 
\| in a thousand that might readily be cited. 

Sir, when these tribes, thus suffering under real 
or supposed grievances, are herded together like 
cattle, preparatory to their removal from their own 
|| lands to a far-distant dwelling-place; when, treated 
with contumely and threatened at every step, they 
arrive at length at their place of destination, is it 
natural to suppose that they can feel much amit 
for the power whose agents have done them these 
wrongs? No, sir; and one of the evils inseparable 
| from this state of things is, that the hostility thus 
engendered is not confined to their own breasts, 
|| but is transferred, to some extent, to individuals 
|| of other bands, with whom they are broughi in 
| contact. Thusare concentrated upon our western 
| border hords of ‘savages, who are al! more or less 
| imbued with feelings of distrust and hatred towards 
|| the whites, which are only kept from manifesting 





, || themselves by a fear of the superior power of the 
far elevated above them in the scale of existence. || 





Government. Sir, all the Indian wars you have 
|| had upon your hands, and are likely to occur here- 
after, have been and will be occasioned by pro- 
| ceedings, such as | have but faintly described, on 
| the part of your agents. The Black Hawk diff- 
culty, so called, which cost you millions of dol- 
| lars, was thus brought about. The Florida war 
| took its origin in the treaty of Payne’s Landing,'y 
|| which the Seminoles conceived themselves to have 
|| been defrauded and deeply wronged. ‘This war 
has already cost you some thirty or forty millions, 
'and from present indications, is likely to be re- 
newed at another heavy expenditure on your part. 
And thus, sir, will this Government continue to 
be involved in troubles with the Indian tribes, 
until it ceases to pursue its present course with re- 
gard to them, and adopts a policy more in accord- 
ance with the principles of justice and humanity. 

Mr. Chairman, I have gone into some detail of 
|| the operation of the present system upon the In- 
'| dians, because it is necessary that it should be un- 
|| derstood. A physician cannot be expected to 
prescribe successfully for his patient, without 
knowing the nature and extent of the disease. 
No more can Congress apply a remedy to exist- 
ing evils, until they are properly probed and ex- 
| posed. Sir, even the efforts of Christian mission- 
|| aries to evangelize these Heathen, are more 
| obstructed by the policy of the Government than 
'| by any other cause. The Indians who are thereby 
rendered restless and discontented, are little dis- 
one to receive or by religious instruction. 

0 use the words of a former eminent member of 
'| this House, “ The Indian is called by the endear- 
‘ing nameof 
| 


| 


, and he is told that we are re- 
‘ligiously bound by the most sacred injunction \ 
‘do unto others as we wish that others ma do 
‘unto us; at the same time we exclude him from 
‘any participation in the benefit of oar social “a 
‘ civil institutions. We treat the whole race as | 
‘ they were not the descendants of Adam, and thus 
‘we baffle and tantalize the christian, who labors 
‘for their moral and religious 
‘ hence the deluded 
‘ clergymen, whose 


instruction; and 
of many 
‘orts in their behalf, how- 
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er unavailing reflect upon them the highest 
agaor, ‘The Indian, at a loss to reconcile the 
cfeendl professions of the Christian, who labors 
for thew’ moral and religious improvement, with 
he cruel treatment inflicted upon them by the 
government, doubts the sincerity of the Chris- 
‘yan, his jealousies and suspicions are excited, 
gad the most bitter enmity to the whites rankles 
‘in his bosom.” Sir, this picture, mournful as it 
ig, which was presented to this House twenty- 
wren years a0, by the distinguished chairman of 
pe Committee on Indian Affairs at that time, is a 
gost correct delineation of the state of things ex- 
igting at this distant period. One: which would be 
nore truthful and applicable to the present condi- 
ion of affairs cannot be drawn. he thousands 
o{dollars contributed by the Christian community 
in this land, for the melioration of the condition of 
ihe Indian race, and the faithful and unwearying 
bors of the missionaries of the Cross to evangel- 
ie them, will be alike unavailing, until the whole 
jndian system of the Government is changed. 1 
beer cheerful testimony to the zeal and constancy 
with which these missionaries have labored in the 
Northwest, while | lament that they have not met 
with the success with which their exertions would 
have been crowned, if the policy of the Govern- 
menthad not interposed an insurmountable barrier. 
It isa fact, Mr. Chairman, that under the opera- 
tion of the present system, the Indian, when de- 
prived of his lands, becomes entirely indifferent 
and apathetic as to his fate. With the mark of 
Cain upon his brow, regarded as a vagabond and 
treated as such, he actually loses a portion of his 
former vitality, and falls an unresisting prey to 
the slightest form of disease. Itis an utter fallacy 
to suppose, that the diminution in the number of 
the Indians is attributable to the use of intoxica- 
ting drinks. True, this is an evil of great magni- 
wde, which should be suppressed. But the real 
cause will be found in the policy which reduces 
the comparatively noble and independent savage 
to the condition of a vagrant and an outcast. 

If you are sincerely desirous that he should strive 
against the process of demoralization, you must 
place before him some motive to stimulate his am- 
bition, and some hope that by a course of moral 
and intellectual culture, he can attain toan equality 
with bis white brethren. But to do this effectu- 
ally, you must first win back his confidence, and 
convince him that the pledged faith of your Gov- 
ernment, is considered as a solemn and a binding 
obligation, not to be dispensed with at pleasure. 

_ Sir, | believe the first step to be taken for the 
improvement of the Indians, is to extend over 
them the protection of law. With this view, 
[had the honor at the beginning of this session, 
o introduce for the consideration of this body, a 
bill for the extension of the laws of the United 
States, over the Indian tribes within the boundaries 
of Minnesota and Oregon. 1 included the latter at 
the special instance and request of my friend, the 
Delegate from that Territory, who fully concurs 
with me as to the propriety and necessity of such 
ameasure. Sir, 1 can say in all sincerity, that 
unless this bill, or a corres onding one, is passed 
by Congress, atl other plans for the civilization of 
the Indians will fail. It is the substratum upon 
which allelse must test. It has for its object, the 
security of life and property among the Indians 
themselves, to protect the industriously disposed 
against the system of communism by which they 
are now oppressed. {& do not ground my convic- 
“ions of the beneficial operations of this’ measure 
upon my own individual opinion only, but upon 
those of the officers of the Government, of the 
missionaries, and of many prominent citizens of 
our Territory, who have ail had much opportunity 
of acquiring information connected with the con- 
dition of the Indians. They have petitioned you 
‘o pass such a bill. The objection, which has 
with some plausibility been urged against it, that 
enue bear with too much severity upon a bar- 
rous people; unaceustomed to the discipline of 
&w, has in reality no foundation, for its very intent 
and Operation would be to arrest the cruelties and 
Cutrages whieh are now practiced among them, 
upon persons and property. Another difficulty 
dene perhaps be suggested, that these tribes are in- 


and that uy no right exists 
onthe part of this Government, to subject them to 
Ks laws. But, sir, this state of independence is 


The Indians hold their lands by 
Tight, or right of occupation, the 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


























1507, 


—— ———— 


fee simple being in the United States. For this | tween hostile bands will be surpressed, A new 
reason, the Government has never hesitated to era will have commenced in the history of the red 
make such rules and regulations within the limits | mah, and the corner-sione of his civiliation will 
of the Indian country, ae equally upon have been laid. Hand in hand with this measure, 
whites and Indians, as it has deemed expedient. should be a provision that each individual of what- 
And, sir, your functionaries have ever taken upon ever tribe, who will cultivate the soil for three eon 
themselves to inflict punishment at will upon one | secutive years, shall be entitled toa grant of » 
tribe for committing aggressions upon another certain number of acres of land, without the power, 
tribe, Stripes, confinement at hard labor, and the || however, of alienating it. By thus doing, yeu 
degradation and imprisonment of the chiefs and | will stimulate those who are industrious to exer 
principal men, for petty offences, have been resort- tion. Wuthan experienced gentleman from whom 
ed to, whenever the occasion prompted a recourse _ I have already quoted, | believe that ** the history 
to such inflictions. Nay,sir, your Department of || ‘ of all nations, Christian or Heathen, will confirm 
Indian Affairs has heretofore arrogated to itself the || ‘ the fact, that none of the song and daughters of 
right to stop the payment of annuities to the tribes, || ‘ men ever did become extensively civilized, vir- 
under solemn treaty stipulations, when one tribe || ‘ tuous and happy, except they were stimulated to 
has Leen guilty of aggressions upon another band. | ‘ industry and enterprise, by giving them an idea of 
This was done on one occasion within a few years, | ‘ separate property, and securing to each individual 
when, because three or four individuals of the |‘ the fruits of his own labor, indasiry and enter- 
tribe, estitled to provisions in accordance with || ‘ prise, withthe power of transmitting then to those 
treaty stipulations, joined a war party, and were | ‘ who are most near and dear to him.”’ And who 
present at the murder of some persons of a differ- || can urge a stronger claim upon you in favor of 
ent tribe, the department ordered the stoppage of | such a grant than the poor savage, the descendant 
the annuities of the bands to which the offenders || of that noble race who have given you an empire 
belonged, and thereby occasioned the death of || such as the world has never seen? While youare 
more than one hundred and fifty innocent indi- |) agitating the question in this Hall of the propriety 
viduals by starvation, or diseases engendered by | of giving to every white settler a large poruon of 
improper food. | the public lands, ‘* without money and without 
In the face of such facts as these, sir, where is || price,’’ no voice has been heard in favor of that 
there any ae in opposing the objection to || portion of God's creation, from whom you have 
the passage of the bill referred to, on the score of || received these lands, for a consideration too insig- 
the independence of these tribes? The plea is a | nificant to be taken into the account. Has any 
mere mockery, and one object of the bill isto one suggested that common justice would teach us 
place these poor creatures under the benign rule of | to provide a home for the Indian, and that perad- 
our own laws, and thereby put a stop forever to all || venture he might be reclaimed from his savage 
the arbitrary and illegal proceedings to which | state? No, sir; he belongs to a doomed race, and 
have called your attention. Ifthe Indians must | it is not deemed worth the pains to endeavor to 
be punished, let the inflictions at least be regulated | avert his impending fate. As if God in his mercy 
by law. Sir, the very measure I am advocating, | had ever placed upon this earth, a race created in 
and which anticipates the division of property || his own image, fore-ordained only to suffer and te 
among the individual Indians, has been often rec- || die! 
ommended by eminent and experienced men hold- || Sir, give to the wandering savage a home se- 
ing high stations under this Government. In || cured to him by law, and you will have done 
1789 General Knox, then Secretary of War, thus || much to redeem him, You thereby begin the pro- 
expressed himself in a report to the President: || cess of denationalization, and the end will be his 
‘« But it has been conceived to be impracticable to || incorporation into the American family. Mean- 
‘ civilize the Indians of North America. This opin- || while bestow upon him civil privileges, withhold- 
‘ion is probably more convenient than just. To | ing political rights, until he is sufficiently advanced 
‘deny that under a course of favorable circum- || to appreciate their enjoyment. Establish manual- 
‘stances it could be accomplished, is to suppose || labor schools for the educaiion of his children in 
“the human character under the influence of such || the useful arts, and in the English language, and 
* stubborn habits, as to be incapable of melioration || afford him at the same time, the bleasings of re- 
‘ or change, a supposition entirely contradicted by || ligious instruction. Insist that all the children 
‘the progress of society, from its barbarous ages || as they arrive at a suitable age, shall attend these 
‘to its present degree of perfection. Were it pos- | schools, and let them be kept as much as possible, 
‘sible to introduce among the Indian tribes a love || from the demoralizing influences with which they 
‘ for exclusive property, it would be a happy com- || are now surrounded. The annuities of the differ- 
‘ mencement of the business.”’ || ent bands will, of course, continue to be divided 
Mr. Calhoun took the same view of the subject || as they now are, per capita, and each individual 
in his report in 1822: ‘ To tribes thus surround- || who is the head of a family, will thus receive the 
‘ed, nothing can be conceived more opposed to || Means to aid him in his endeavors to meliorate his 
‘ their happiness and civilization, than this state of || condition. Adopt these incipient measures, and 
‘nominal independence, wiile it has neerly all the | thus prepare the way for the reception of the lo- 
‘ disadvantages of a state of absolute subjugation. | dian as an equal into your community. You will 
‘The consequence is inevitable. They lose the || thereby relieve him from the incubus which now 
‘lofty spirit and heroic courage of the savagestate, | threatens the speedy extinction of this unhappy 
‘ without acquiring the virtues which belong to the || people. It will then be no longer the case as 1 ig 
‘ civilized. pressed in spirit, and debauched in | now, that your first intercourse with the savage, 
‘ morals, they dwindleaway a wretched existence, | the first apparently friendly grasp of the hand 
‘a nuisance to the surrounding country. Unless || which you tender him, will infuse a slow but foul 
‘some system can be devised, gradually to change | and mortal poison in his veins, to blight his hopes, 
‘this relation, and with the progress of education to || destroy his energies, and send him an unresisung 
* extend over them our laws and authority, it is feared | victim to the grave. 
‘ that all efforts to civilize them, whatever flattering | Sir, in this work you will have the codperation 
‘appearances they may fora while exhibit, must | of every man on the frontier, except, perhaps, of 
* ultimately fail.” a few miserable wretches, who risk their souls 
Sir, I might continue quotations to any extent, | salvation by the sale of intoxicating liquors to the 
in support of the principle that there can be no | Indians. These few are rapidly diminishing, 
hope of improvement for the Indian, until he is | scathed as they are by the burning indignation of 
brought within the pale of the law. But those 1 | a sound public sentiment. For the rest, | know 
have recited, together with the fact that the failure || of no others among us so utterly depraved, as not 
of Congress to adopt them, has produced the dis- || to bid ‘* God apeed’’ to measures which have 
astrous results that were predicted, should be a | direct tendency to elevate the poor savage. Si, 
sufficient guarantee to this House, and to the coun- | there is nothing to prevent the civilization of the 
try, that no evil, but much good, would follow the | Indian race. They are gifted with a high order 
of this proposed bill. The gentleman, || of intellect, and an aptitude for acquiring knowl- 
recently at the head of the Indian Bureau, has || edge fully equal to that possessed by the whites; 
recommended such a measure in his late report. | and this nation will be held responsible before 
His view of its necessity, is based upon the reasons || God and man, if it longer neglects to provide for 
which have been urged by the several superintend- | the preservation of the rema:ning tribes. — 
ents and of the department. It is indeed | But, Mr. Rceneienned en in RENNER OP 
regnant with blessings to the savage. Under || if anything isto be done it must be done now, 
its operation, the murders, ae tebeoateds and the | The busy hum of civilized communities is already 
destruction of property will cease. The wars be- | heard far beyond the mighty Mississippi. You 
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are about to remove the Oregon Indians to the east 
of the Cascade Mountains. The settlements in 
New Mexico and in Utah, are driving the tribes that 
roam the prairies in that quarter, towards the East 
and the North. Your pioneers are encircling the 
last home of the red man, as with a wall of fire. 
Their encroachments are perceptible, in the rest- 
Jessness and belligerent demonstrations of the pow- 
erful! bands who inhabit your remote western 
plains. You must approach these with terms of 
conciliation and of real friendship, or you must 
very soon suffer the consequences of a bloody 
and remorseless Indian war. Sir, what is to 
become of the fifty or sixty thousand savage 
warriors and their families, who line your fron- 
tier, when the buffalo and other game upon which | 
they now depend for subsistence are exhausted ? | 

Soy will lie down and die without | 


Think you ¢ 
a struggle? The time is not 








No, sir, no. 


far distant, when pent in on all sides, and suf- | 


fering from want,a Philip or a Tecumseh will | 
arise to band them together for a last and desperate | 
onset upon their white foes. What then will | 
avail the handful of soldiers stationed to guard the 
frontier, Sir, they, and your extreme western 
settlements, will be swept away as with the besom 
of destruction. We know that the struggle, in 
such case, would be unavailing on the part of the 
Indians, and must necessarily end in their exter- | 
mination. But this nation will subject itself to ad- | 
ditional and awful retributions of that Providence | 
without whose knowledge and permission ‘noteven 
a sparrow falls to the ground,’’ if it fails to use | 
every endeavor to avert such a catastrophe. This | 
Republic is even now expiating its guilt in this | 
reapect to some extent, by the visitations of pesti- | 
lence, and the weakening of that bond of harmony 
among its members which was wont to exist. 
While manifesting an active sympathy for the 
nations of the Old World, whoare down trodden 





by despotic power—while like the Pharisee of old, |, 
we are thanking God that we are not as other men || 


are, we seem to forget that we are still pursuing a 
tine of policy towards the Indian race, which has 
already destroyed countless thougands of them. 
Sir, this nation of more than twenty millions of | 
peen can well afford to reach forth its friendly | 

and to rescue the residue of this unhappy people, | 
from degradation and death. You are taking from | 
them their lands, their homes, their all, and what- 


their greatest need, should be granted with an un- | 
grudging and generous hand. 
Well might the eloquent Sevier, whose voice is 
now silenced in death, thus appeal to the Senate | 
in behalf of the Indian tribes in 1839. Said he | 
** Let us remember the kind and hospitable recep- 
‘tion of our ancestors by the natives of the country, 
*a reception which has been perpetuated in carved 
* figures in the walls of the Rotunda of this Capitol; 
‘ and in remembering these things, let us this day 
* step forward and do something for our wretched 
‘dependents, worthy of a great,a merciful, and | 
‘ generous Christian people.’’ 
Mr. 8. withdrew the motion. 
Mr. MASON renewed the motion. He said he 
had listened with attention to the remarks of the 
gentleman from Minnesota, [Mr. Sisiey,] in be- 
half of the Indian race. He (Mr. M.) did not 
recollect that the gentleman had proposed any 


tion of the Indians, but the gentleman was in fa- 
vor of that principle generally. To the principle 


|| had boasted of their Indian blood. 


| citizens, 
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| of form—of physiognomy, or color—as it would 
have if a law were passed to make every variety 
of birds equal; to make those birds which have 
heavy bodies and small wings, fly, and soar like 
eagles and those other birds that have long wings 
| and light bodies. It is just the same thing. You 
| may take the canine breed. Some havea remark- 
| able instinct in one way—some in another. You 
| cannot by law make them the same; and there- 
fore 
| Mr. SIBLEY interposed, and suggested that 
| John Randolph and other distinguished Virginians 
Did not the 
| gentleman regard these men as furnished with long 
| wings and light bodies ? 
| Mr. MASON resumed. He admitted the fact 
| stated by the gentleman from Minnesota. He 
(Mr. M.) knew that some of the most able, elo- 
quent, and patriotic men had descended, in part, 
from the Indian race. But did the gentleman 
mean to say that this was common, or that these 
cases were anything more than exceptions? 


Mr. SIBLEY interposed, and (Mr. Mason yield- 





|| ing the floor) said, 1 would say to the gentleman 


that I do not regard the cases cited as exceptions 
| to the general rule, but know that whenever the 
Indian race are allowed the same advantages with 
the whites, they are as capalle of improvement, 
and are equal to them in every respect. We have 
mixed bloods among our population in Minnesota, 
many of whom are among our most estimable 
The gentleman has not lived as long as 

I have among the red men, or he would be better 
| versed in their history. 

Mr. MASON contended, that however the argu- 
ment might apply to individuals who might bave 


|| a sprinkling of the Indian blood in them, it was 


not applicable to the masses of the Indian popula- 
tion. What was the fact in relation to the manual 
labor schools recommended by the gentleman, for 
the purpose of educating the Indians? An exam- 


| had any knowledge of them, showed that they 
| were averse to labor. Their physical organization 
| was adapted to the chase. Their muscles and 
figures were light. They were not of the dray- 
| horse breed. ‘They had not a natural disposition 
/to labor. He did not know that the white man 
had that disposition by nature, but 





|| Mr. SIBLEY interposed, with a remark not 
vver return can be made them in this hour of |) 


heard, but understood to be in vindication of the 
| disposition of the Indian to labor, and of his en- 
| durance in the chase. 

Mr. MASON meant to say (he continued) that 
| the life which the Indians most admired was that 


|| of the chase; it was suited to them above all oth- 
ers. The labor which they performed and the en- 


durance they possessed were of a certain character. 
But that which the white man called labor, the 
Indian scorned. The men killed the game, but 
the squaws packed it in and took care of it, And 
generally they were averse to labor. Such, at 
| least, was his experience of their character; and 
| every effort which had been made to make them 
labor—he spoke not of individuals among them, 
but of the masses—had only proved that to put 
them to labor was to destroy them. The Spaniard, 
on his first landing on the Gulf shores, had attempt- 
ed to make slaves of the Indians, but could not. 
It never could be done. Indians had been raised 


} 
| 
| 
| 
j 
| 
j 
} 
j 


| arrived at manhood they would make their way 
| to the woods and live on roots, or starve, sooner 


| 
| 
particular plan for the amelioration of the condi- | as slaves from their infancy, and as soon as they 


of ameliorating the condition not only of this par- | 


ticular race, but of all other races which we might 
suppose to be inferior to our own, he (Mr. M.) 
had not the least objection. But, in view of the 
history of the past, and of the efforts of philan- 
ihropists to raise the Indian to the level of the 


in any manner whatsoever with the white man, he 
(Mr. M.)\ should despair of any such result. Na- 
ture and Nature’s God, (continued Mr. M.,) made 
the white man, the red man, and the black man; 


than they would work. The race had noble traits 
|| of character, peculiar to themselves, and he did not 
|| desire to throw any obstacle in the way of civilizing, 
| moralizing, oreven christianizing them. The ex- 
ones however, had been tried and had failed. 

he people of the United States had abandoned it, 


race, and were endeavoring to put thei upon as 
high a footing as that which this white man held. 
He thought that this experiment had failed even 


| 
| 
white man in political rights, or to make him equal | and his northern friends had now taken up another 
| 
{| 


more signally than that with the Indian race. A 


and when gentlemen undertook to make them | gentleman near him mentioned Governor Roberts 
equal, they undertook an impossible task. Our | as presenting a specimen of what might be done 


friends in the free States from the North have 
manifested as ta desire to elevate the condi- 
tion of the African race—-of the black man—as 
my friend from Minnesota has shown to elevate | 
tne condition of the red man. Now, in my view, 
legislation will have about as much effect in pla- 
cing these three races of animals, men, on 
the same footing of equslity in point of intellect— 





| with the race; but that individual was not of black 
blood altogether, having blue eyes, freckled face, 
and other evidences of a white mixture. 


| For-as many hundred years as we had any 
authentic records of the race, their history had 


that portion of the African race which had never 
been in bondage, and whose ancestors had never 








ination of the history of the Indian race, since we 


been the same as it was at thisday. He spokeof 
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. Se as 
been slaves. T might be estima 
| atthe Snditeelaesan and fifty cilia ney 
were this day what they were hundreds of y 
ago. ‘They were naked—planted no cormn— se) 
neither plough, nor hoe, nor axe; read no Bin 
and printed none; took out no patents for InVentio - 
—were not acquainted with the mechanical. m,.—” 
facturing, or any other arts,and were unfed a; lear 
as far as good food was concerned, They we : 
idle—they did nothing; they were cannibals, eai,,, 
each other up, and picking out the choice edee 
as a delicious food. Even the missionaries ;),, 
went to civilize and enlighten them, they had ee 
up—made their dinners of them—as they had do , 
of the crews of vessels shipwrecked on their a 
Such was the African race, which it was desired 
to elevate to-social, moral, and political equalit 
with the whites. Let gentleman try it, 

Gentlemen had spoken of the condition of the 
slaves of the South. It might be true, that some 
of them had had a bard time; bat the cond. 
dition of the three millions of slaves in the sour). 
ern States would, on the average, compare, jp 

physical comfort and heppinesa, with the eondi- 

tion of any three millions« people in Africa—oy:. 
side of Monrovia. It would compare in jnieli). 
gence and comfort. The slaves of the South lived 
in houses; the black men of Africa did not. Th. 
slaves of the South had clothes; the others had 
not. Many of these three millions could read the 

Bible; the others could not. Many of the three 

millions who could not read the Bible themseivyes 

went to hear it read. All of them either read i: 

or heard it read. And they were thus io a good 
| condition, not only as regarded this world, but also 
| the world to come, for they were taught the way 
| to Heaven. 

Now, let gentleman just make a calculation, 
Here we are (continued Mr. M.) about twenty 
millions of people, with large exports, splitting up 
| and dividing about a peopie some seven times our 
own number, who have no exports (except a few 
elephant’s tusks)—who export nothing but them- 
selves—their own men, women and children; bone 
of their own bone, and flesh of their own flesh. 
You want to civilize them, and if you cannot do 
it, then you are going to destroy this Government 
by taking from fifteen of the States of the Union 
the rights which justly belong to them. This is 
about the sum and substance of the whole mater. 
As to civilizing them and putting them on an equal 
footing with the white man, you might as well at- 
tempt to give them wings and make them fly. No 
one but the God of Nature, who made the black 
man as well as the white, can do anything with 
them. 

Mr. MASON continued to address the commit- 
tee in reference to the proper policy to be pursued 
by our Government and people towards the Indian 
and African races among u3; alluding to the course 
of Mr. Grppines on the question of slavery, and 
touching divers other points. 

At the conclusion of Mr. MASON’S remarks, 
some conversation took place between him aod 
Mr. OWEN, as to the position recently taken by 
Mr. Cray in the Senate, when 

Mr. OWEN said that, as he had heard the re- 
marks of the Senator from Kentucky, he desired 
| that what that Senator had said should be cor- 
rectly stated. It was thisrthat, in the event of 
the State of Kentucky arraying herself against 
the General Government, Kentucky being in the 
wrong, he would not take part with Kentucky. 

Mr. MASON said that, as he understood the 
position taken by the Senator from Kentucky, \( 
was this: that if the State of Kentucky took part 
against the General Government, he would go lo 
support the General Government, 

r. M. withdrew the amendment. : 

Mr. GIDDINGS renewed it, and said he did not 
rise for the purpose of following out the subject 
introduced by the gentleman. from Kentucky, 
[Mr. Mason,} although he had. been alluded 
personally, and his views bad been misappre 
hended. If, (said he). l-can.obtain the attention of 
the committee, | will call to their recollecuion ne 
fact, that we have now commenced upon the ninth 
month of our session, and to this time we have 
scarcely a law or perfected any business. 
The time of our.ordinary adjournment has gone by, 
and we can hardly be said. to have entered upon 
more than one of the many subjects for which we 


During these eight months we have been ¢0 





» Many. 
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n the discussion of slavery. Both Houses 


eee! presented to the world the appearance of a 
od abolition convention, discussing the sub- 


ject of slavery, and nothing else. Of this I am the 
jst man in- the world to complain. I am quite 
cqpscious that we have sent out to the country an 
amount of intelligence on this important question 
sate promulgat before. It is information needed 
by the people, and important to the sanatry. But 
j appeal to gentiemen whether the time has not 
come when this general discussion should cease; 
when we should forbear to prosecute it further; 
when we should turn our attention to the passage 
of the bills absolutely necessary to be passed; 
when we should act, and vote instead of occupying 
ihe time in general discussions foreign to the ques- 
tion before us? Does not duty to ourselves, to 
those who sent us here, and to thecountry, demand 
that we should now proceed to the dispatch of 
bysiness? | make no complaint of any individual. 

| have occupied the attention of the House far 
more than L intended. 1 only wish to say 
wbat I think the time has come when we 
should all of us abstain from further discussions 
of this general character. .[ know the anxiety of 
ntiemen each to express his own views on this 
subject of slavery. 1 myself strove for many 
ears and contended strenuously for the privilege 
of speaking mt it, but was not permitted to do 
so, Now all the members have engaged in it, and, 
asthecommon saying is, they talk upon nothing else. 

But shall we not best sustain the character of 

American statesmen by the speedy and prompt 

ssage of these appropriation bills, and such 
others as ought to be passed, and then return to 
our constituents? I take this occasion to return 
my thanks to the honorable chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means for his efforts to carry 
these bills through as speedily as possible, and 
tender to him the assurance that I will, to the ex- 
tentof my humble influence, aid him in his lauda- 
bie endeavors to get these bills through committee, 
and have no hesitation in pledging myself to vote 
against the adjournment on any day until we shall 
perfect and pass at least one of these appropriation 
bills while they shall remain before us. 

Mr. STANLY. If the gentleman and his 
friends will not vote to attach the Wilmot proviso 
to the territorial bills, we can get through all our 
business—have California admitted and establish 
territorial governments—in less than three weeks, 
and go home, 

Mr.GIDDINGS. If that question comes up, 
J assure the gentleman and the House that I will 
nol occupy time in useless discussion upon it; but 
ipresume that he nor any other member would 
desire that 1 should forbear to vote according to the 
dictates of my judgment. 

Mr. BAYL begged simply to say to the com- 
mittee, in reference to this bill making appropria- 
tions for the Indian Department for the present 
fiscal year, that there was not a contested item in 
the bill. All of the appropriations were to carry 
out Indian treaties. Such being the case, and two 
speeches having already been made upon the bill, 
he moved that the committee rise, with a view to 
stop the debate. 

Mr. FITCH said, before the committee rose he 
wished to ask a question of the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means. He perceived 
that there was a very large duplicate appropria- 
tion in the bill, and the words used were the 
same in both instances. He would like to be in- 
formed by the gentleman whether this had occurred 
by mistake, or whether there was some good rea- 
son for it, 

After some delay in turning to the items re- 
ferred to— 

Mr. BAYLY renewed his motion to rise, re- 
marking that he would subsequently make the 
explanation desired by the gentleman from Indiana. 

he motion was agreed to, and 

The committee rose and reported. 

_Mr. BAYLY offered the usual resolution pro- 
viding for the termination of the debate in Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, in 
five minutes after the bill should again have been 
laken up in committee. 

The question was taken, and the resolution was 
agreed to. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, said he did not 
know when this session was coming toan end. If 
they were going to stay here all the fall, it was ne- 
cessary for the of the members that they 





shoyld have a little ite. He proposed, there- 
fore, that when the a adjourns, it adjourn to 
Monday. 
The motion was put, and disagreed to. 
INDIAN APPROPRIATIONS. 

‘On motion by Mr. BAYLY, 

The House again resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Born in the chair,) and resumed the consideration 
of the Indian appropriation bill. 

The Clerk proceeded with the reading, and read 
several items. 

Mr. BAYLY (upon a pro forma amendment) 
remarked, that these two appropriations were for 
the same object. They were made under the 
recommendation of the Indian Bureau to change 
from the calendar to the fiscal year. These sums 
were stipulated for in the same treaty, but for 
different periods of time, and it had been suggested 
that the two appropriations should be made at 
once, in order to produce uniformity. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved an amend- 
ment, increasing the item of mo tee vont for the 
buildings at the agencies, and the repairs thereof, 
from $2,000 to the sum of $2,800. 

Mr. J. asked that an explanatory letter from 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs be read. 

And it was read. 

Mr. J. resumed. He would also state, in addi- 
tion to the facts contained in this letter, the fur- 
ther information: when the present building was 
originally erected it was located on land which 
was afterwards discovered to be frequently subject 


at length so injurious in their effects, that the 
officer occupying the building was finally com- 
pelled to abandon it altogether. 

Mr. CARTTER inquired whether this appro- 
priation wes not, in fact, for the extension of the 
present building. 

Mr. JOHNSON replied in the negative. Had 
it been intended as an addition to the present, the 
appropriation would not have been sanctioned by 
the Committee on Indian Affairs, nor would he 
have advocated it. This money was not asked 
for the purpose of enlarging the present building, 
but to furnish the officer with a residence in which 
he can live. 

The amendment was then agreed to, 


item of contingencies for the Indian Department. 

Mr. BAYLY quoted from the documents, and 
explained. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved to strike 
out the following item: 

“For support of blacksmiths, and for farming utensils 
and cattle, and the employment of persons to aid them in 


agriculture, stipulated in the seventh article of the treaty of 
14th of January, 1837—§2,000.”’ 


Mr. BAYLY. It is provided for by treaty. 

Mr. EVANS aaid, he knew it. 

Mr. E. continued: He rose for the purpose of 
remarking that this bill was, in effect, a western 
fortification bill. If it does not sanction the erec- 
tion of fortifications, as the bill under considera- 
tion yesterday did, it was no less designed to pro- 
tect the lives and property on the northwest frog- 
tier, than that bill was intended for the defence of 
ovr sea-board. He was curious to hear the argu- 
ments by which this bill was supported by those 
gentlemen who had so strenuously opposed the 
fortification bill yesterday. Surely there was no 
necessity for expending these large sums to buy 
off the Leailiey of the Indian tribes, against the 
gallant citizens of our northwest frontier, who could 
carry our national flag in triumph to the end of 
the world. He begged, however, to have it dis- 
tinctly understood that he intended to vote for this 
bill, because it was a out our great public 
policy in relation to these 
the protection of the citizens of those States along 
that extensive and exposed frontier. But he would 
ask those gentlemen who are so loudly in favor 
of retrenchment when the fortification bill was up 
yesterday, how they could reconcile it to their own 
views of consistency, to come forward an 
for this. Why did they notfeel the same anxiety to 
record their votes soa this, as they did against 
the fortification bill? He meant, however, to give 
his vote for the bill. 

He withdrew the ameudment. 

norable gentleman from hdaryland (asia Bs. C) 
hon rom. said Mr. C.) 
seems to think that he has got me into a tight 


rrr nn nnn nn 


to overflow. And these inundations had become || 


ndian tribes, and for. 


vote 
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Mr. CARTTER asked for information on the |! 


a On, 
| gentleman from Ohio makes this distinction be- 
| tween this bill and the other appropriation bills. 
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place; and talks of these appropriations as being 
appropriations for the West. Now it occurs to me 
that the error into which the gentleman has falien 
grows out of a total ignorance of the subject. 
Why, sir, in making appropriations there you are 
only fulfilling a conuract that you have made with 
the Indians. It is the payment of a stipulated sum 
for a stipulated consideration, You are rendering 
to the Indians payment for lands that you have 
taken from them. The price of those lands has 
been transferred to the Federal Treasury, and it is 
the duty of this Government to pay forthem. But 
the gentleman can see no difference between voting 
money for fortifications, and voting money for the 
redemption of a contract. The gentleman says 
this is a western movement. How is the West 
benefited? What preportion does the West re- 
ceive of the three millions of dollars that go into 
pos Treasury annually from the sales of the public 

nds? You are drawing from us our resources 
constantly, and transferring them to the sea-board. 
This has been the case ever since the commence- 
ment of this Government. | am surprised that 
my friend should go so wide of the mark to finda 
scape-goat for the injustice that is constantly being 
done to us, 

He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. HOUSTON renewed it, for the purpose, 
he said, of submitting a few remarks in reference 
to what had been said concerning the Northwest, 
by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Carrrer,) this 
morning. It was true that he intended to vote for 
this appropriation. 

Mr. BAYLY. Let me appeal to my friend 
from Delaware not to discuss the fortification bill, 
but to let the vote be taken upon this. 

Mr. HOUSTON. |am not going to discuss the 





| fortification bill. 


Mr. BAYLY. I make the point of ordér that it 
is not in order to discuss the fortification bill, the 
Indian appropriation bill being before the commit- 


tee. 

Mr. HOUSTON. [assure my friend from Vir- 
ginia that 1 do not intend to discuss the fortifica- 
tion bill. I will do almost anything to accommo- 
date him. 1 acknowledge that he is entitled to 
great credit for the zeal which he displays in prese- 
ing forward the appropriation bills. But the 
gentleman is aware that | have refrained for a 
week past from making an hour’s speech that I 
desired to make, solely to allow the appropriation 
bills to be proceeded with; and it is with great re- 
gret that I feel under the necessity of declining to 

y with his request on this occasion, The 


He says this is an appropriation to carry out ex- 
isting treaty stipulations, and that the West ia not 
benefited by it. Why, sir, is not the whole poli- 
cy of this Government in the removal of the In- 
dians, designed expressly for the benefit of the 
people of the Northwest? What benefit is the 
people of Delaware to derive from the removal of 
the Indians from Wisconsin? lt is the people of 
the Northwest who require this sum of $1,800,000 
to carry out this notaries whose benefit? For 
the benefit of the people of the Northwest. And 
I say here that more money has been expended 
by this Government for the West than for the sea- 
board. Sir, the State of Ohio, the very Siate 
which the honorable gentleman represents, has had 
a greater share of benefit from the public domain 
than any other State in this Union. | say this se- 
riously; and it is not declamation, for the records 
and documents which have been placed before us 
in years past will sustain me in the declaration. 
i am in favor of this appropriation, but I call upon 
gentlemen of the Northwest, who seem to grudge 
us every appropriation that is made for the sea- 
board, to extend to us hereafter something like the 
same liberality. 

He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. DUNHAM said: Mr. Chairman, | renew 
the amendment. Although | do not often troubie 
the House with my speaking, | should not con- 
sider that { was doing justice to those whom I rep- 
resent, if. 1 were to allow such remarks as have 
been made by the gentleman from Delaware to 

s3 without notice. He says all the money that 
is to be appropriated by this bill is for the benefit 
of the Northwest. That ten times as much money 
has been expended for her benefit as for all the 
Union beside. Sir, this has ever been the course 
pursued by these eastern gentlemen. They annu- 
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ally squander millions of money which has, much 
of it, been drawn from the very bosom of the 
Weat, upon the Atlantic sea-board; apon their for- 
tifeations, their rivers and harbors; but whenever 
2 few thousand are asked to be appropriated which 
will be expended in the West, although for the 
common benefit of ‘all, they are so afraid that the 
people of that section will get back some small pit- 
tance of the millions that are drawn from their toil 
for the use of this Government, that they at once 
make war opon it as something outrageous. They 
seera to think that we have no right to expend the 
nablic money anywhere but where it will directly 
find its way into the pockets of the people of the 
eastern States. Talk about the monev that has 
heen expended for the benefit of the Northwest! 
Why, sir, she has hardly been permitied to par- 
take of the crumbs that have fallen from the chil- 
dren’s table. 

Bills have often been passed appropriating im- 
mense sums for the eastern sea-board, and then, 
by way of a salvo for the West, the poor pitiful 
sum of one handred or one hundred and fifty 
thonsand dollars has been added for the whole 
West. For the purpose of inducing western 
members to vote for their passage, they seem to 
think that the necessities of the West are so great 
that we dare not vote against a bill which gives | 
her any sum, however pitiful. This is the way 
we have always been treated. Our rights have 
been disregarded, because our numbers here have 
been comparatively small, and our voice hitherto | 
weak. But let me say to gentlemen, that they 
know bat litde of the elements of the great North- 
west, if they suppose this will always be so. She 
will soon be here in her proper strength. Her | 
voice will be heard in thunder-tones. Her Repre- 
sentatiwes will be here, not to beg for her rights, | 
but to demand whatis her due. And gentlemen | 
may be assured that they will have strength, too, 
to maintain their demand and obtain justice. 

Mr. HOUSTON (interrupting Mr, D.) said, he 
had never refused to vote for any appropriation 
for the Northwest that had been proposed for 
rivers, harbors, or any other purpose. 

In the course of his remarks Mr. D. was inter- 
rupted by 

Mr. BAYLY, who rose to a point of order. 
Fie submitted that the rule required that a gentle- 
man should speak tothe amendment. Neither the 
gentleman who was now on the floor, nor the gen- 
tleman who preceded him, had spoken in ex plana- 
tion of the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN, (Mr. Brown, of Missis- | 
sippi,) pro tem. decided the remarks of the gentle- 
man fromUndiana [Mr. Dunwam] to be in order. 

Mr. DONHAM continued. hy all this op- | 
position to the Northwest? “Why are these gen- 
Uemen so fearful of doing something for her inter- | 
ests? What would become of tittle Delaware ? 








what would become of all of the eastern States, if 
it were not for the Northwest? What would be- 
come of your manufactures if she did not furnish 
you a market for them? What would become of 
your commerce if it were not for her imimense pro- 
duction® ?—if the wants of her people were not to 
be supplied ? 

The whole land system of this Government is 
a tax upon her industry—a system by which her | 


citizens are annually compelled to pay milions, for | 


the poor privilege of changing the unproductive 


wilderfiess into fertile fields; for the pqor privilege | 
of prodacing with their own toil a sustenance for | 


themselves and families from the bosom of the 
earth. But, sir, the East is not satisfied with this. 
She atill further, by her tariffs, taxes that indus- 
try for the benefit of her own. The East never 
knows that there is a Northwest, unless there are 
bardena for her to bear, or when she desires to 
control her trade or monopolize her market. 
Now, sir, for whose benefit is this bill? Por 
the West alone? No, sir, but the East also. It 
provides for the Sag of money in accordance 
with treaty stipulations, entered into for the pur- 
of extending our national domain. And is 
not “the Bast benefited by this extension? Cer- 
tainly, wir, She is benefited by the vast increase 
of rational wealth which it has produced. She is 
benefited by the immense growth of our commerce 
which it bas created, for she, more than all the 
rest of the Union, reaps the benefit of that- com- 
merce. She is benefited by the almost unlimited 
market for her manufactures which it has opened 
up. And she is also-benefited by the continual 
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revenues which are poured into the public Treas- 
ury fram the sales of thatdomain. The gentleman 
from Delaware says that the revenues of the Gov- 
ernment have never been benefited by the public 
lands. The other day, when we had under consid- 
eration the bill gtanting bounty lands to the old 
soldiers of the Republic, gentlemen then talked very 
differently. The gentleman from Maryland then 
asid, that the proceeds of the aalesof the public lands 
were a part of the revenues of the country. That 
upon. the faith of them our public debt had been 
created, and that they were the great resource upon 


| which we must rely for the payment of that debt. 


Now they yield nothing. .Now the extension of 
the public domain interests only the Northwest. 
The East derives no benefit from it. Sir, if there 
is any one section of this Union which more than 
another is benefited by the extension of our terri- 
tory in the Northwest or elsewhere, and the con- 
sequent increase of population, of wealth, of com- 
merce, and market, then it is the northern Atlan- 
tic States, and they cannot better advance their 
own interests than by treating her with liberality— 
than by aiding her in all just means of developing 
her immense resources. I am happy to see that 
some of their Representatives upon this floor are 
disposed to pursue this course. [thank them for 
it,and to them my preceding remarks do notapply. 

1 withdraw the amend ment. 

Mr. BAYLY rose and made an earnest appeal 
to the committee to proceed with the bill without 
further irrelevant debate. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, said that if the 
amendment was insisted upon, he wished to be 
heard. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the amendment 
had been withdrawn. 

The Clerk resumed the reading,and passed rap- 
idly over several pages of the bill, without inter- 
ruption. 

I'he items of appropriation for the payment of 
the. permanent annuities, &c., stipulated for by 
treaty, to the Eel River Miami tribe of Indians, 
being read— 

Mr. FITCH, remarking that there was now no 
such tribe of Indians as the Eel river or Miami 
tribe, moved the following proviso: 

« Provided, That the three preceding appropriations shall 
not be paid teany person or persons, unti) proof be obtained 
by the Department thatthe Eel River Miamis exist asa 
tribe, and shall then be paid to such tribe only.” 

Mr. F. said, that the object of the proviso, 
was to prevent these annuities from being. 
diverted into some other channel. He appre- 
hended they must have been so diverted for some 
years past without the knowledge of the depart- 
ment. He repeated that there was now no such 
tribe of Indians. There had been such a tribe 
some years ago, but the only individuals that re- 
mained of that tribe were some two or three aged 
females, who had intermarried and been incorpo- 
rated with other tribes. He trusted therefore that 
the proviso would be adopted. 

Mr. BAYLY said, it occurred to him that there 
might be some difficulty about this amendment. 
He had no objection in the world to its adoption 
under the staiement of facts made by his friend 
from Indiana, but it oceurred to him that it might 
oceasion some difficulty, as it was needed. 

Mr. JOHNSON, «f Ark., having renewed the 
amendment which had been withdrawn at his re- 
quest, to enable him to address the committee, advo- 
cated the adoption of the proviso. If there were no 


such Indians, as they had good reason to believe | 


| there were not, these annuities ought not to be 
paid; and if there were such still living, the proviso 
did not prevent them from receiving what belonged 
to them—it did not cut off the appropriation in case 
the proper recipients of the annuities were found. 
Mr. BISSELL (the amendment being with- 
drawn and renewed) remarked, that if two or 
three individuals of this tribe, as he understood 
from the statement of the gentleman from Indiana 
{[Mr. Frrem] was the case still remained, al- 
though they might be aged females, they should 
not be deprived of the benefits of these annuities 
which bad been guarar.tied to them by treaty stip- 
ulation. He had no objection to the amendment 
provided those few remaining individuals woul 
'| not be prevented from receiving their money. 
|| Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, suggested 
the question whether, if there was no longer any 
such tribe in existence, the provisions of the treaty 


applied to whatever 





remaining individuals origio- 







































Congress was passed which provided that there- 
after the money due to the tribe should be paid per 


a. 
ee, JOHNSON, of Arkansas, replied to the re- 
marks of the gentleman from Mississippi, |Mr. 
Tuompson,] and advocated the adoption of the 


proviso. pte hit 
Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, renewed the ament- 
ment. He said — RY ane _— onl 
poh. 4a i ‘a branch of the great tri 
of the sdiginde lens in ‘ait eunigehaion west, be- 
came divided into three bands—the Eel Rivers, 
the Weas, and the old Miami tribe. The Weas 
sold their lands, and emigrated west. The Eel 
Rivers did the same, and each of these bands re- 
ceived their annuities | The Eel Rivers, 
at first but a small band, has become entirely ¢X- 
tinct, and have no existence as a nation or a band. 
treaty, it was ascertained that 
the remaining members of this band had merged 
with the old tribe, and was numbered with them, 
and per capita received their annuities as such. 
‘Mr. FITCH expressed & wish to know when 
‘appropriations were likely to cease? They 
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rm . . _— 
‘— jnve, ant 
ally belong to that tribe. There mi ct ign th 
individuals having’ in eet be thom gnbousl Se 
or become members of other tribes, ee pone) as as 
Mr. FITCH desired to state, in refere be vencie 
these individuals to whom he had alluded, . decays 
they represented themselves to be the haa S the 82 
of that tribe; but whether they were so or oa mt to | 
could not, of his own pe know d : eno be 
But he could affirm, for he knew the x rive the at 
there was no longer any such tribe as the Ke} chet oi ee 
Indians or Miamis. _ : res woe 
Mr. BISSELL remarked, that before the mon maions it 
could be paid it must, of course, be ascertained " Phe que 
the siege 4 officer, whether these few individ, Md t was | 
were the remnant of the tribe or not. |¢ _ ‘The reat 
were, they were as much entitled to the money 2 severe 
if there were fifty, or any given number. to ¥ 
the fact of their having incorporated themeclves 4 
a larger tribe, did not alter the case, nor af, . Mr. JO 
their rights at all. + the bill b: 
Mr. TOOMBS (the amendment being in aij «twel¥ 
cases withdrawn and renewed) concurred in opin jndians, t© 
ion with the gentleman from Ilinois in regard t, yeaty OF | 
this matter. This Government (he observed) had bh ¥ " 
experienced a good deal of difficulty in reference to i 
its treaties with the Indian tribes, when particya, He @ 
tribes had dwindled down to’a few individus, wo 
But the Government was bound to pay the anny;. dian A 
ties, no matter how few there might be, if but one the gen! 
individual remained. Unless a supplemental treaty saan) 
were made, there was no other way than to give approm 
|| them their annuities; otherwise the stipulations of ane 
the treaty would be violated. He hoped the com. vee 
mittee would comply with the obligation which Louns 
the treaty imposed upon this Government, and dian A 
vote down any amendment that might be pro- we 
sed. 8 
an CROWELL remarked that he understood Indian 
the obligation of the treaty to apply only to the pope 
tribe with which the treaty was made, so long as we 
the tribe existed as a tribe, and no longer, As had 
soon as the tribe beeame so reduced as no longer Gove 
to be known as a separate and distinct body, the " ” 
obligation of the treaty ceased, for there was no a 
longer any body to pay the annuities to. So long Th 
as the body of individuals, the quasi corporation Tt 
was to be found, the Government was bound to A 
carry out the stipulations of the treaty, but no TI 
longer. If the quasi corporation ceased to exist, 
and the remnant of the individuals composing it 
became incorporated with other tribes, then the T 
treaty obligation ceased to exist also. He hoped it 
the proviso would be adopted. in tt 
r. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, was in favor g2, 
of the adoption of the proviso. He enlarged upon ) 
the point previously made by him, that the obliga- out 
tion of the Government ceased when the tribe ceased wa 
to be known as a tribe, because then an important tio 
requisite was wanting—there ‘ere no longer two ur 
parties to the contract. th 
Mr. TOOMBS suggested that the practice of the or 
Government was to pay these annuities per capila; he 
and he thought that the fact of a tribe being re- lit 
duced to two or three individuals did not take away C 
the right of those few to receive their annuities. fe 
Mr. THOMPSON said, that formerly it was the b 
universal practice to pay a certain sum to the tribe ¢ 
collectively. It was found, however, that a large t 
part of the money went into the hands of specula- t 
tors. And some four or five years ago an act of i 






































































ies ond will still continue, from year to year. / 
wihough the tribes may diminish and decay, t 
eo y is still appropriated. The a 
‘ye acts a8 the agent of another. ‘There are ro | 
pagencies among these Indians. If a tribe fails 
io decay, and diminishes down to a few individ- | 
as the agent will not admit the fact. He will | 
caste to pick % some straggling remnant of the | 
vibe to become his sub-agent, and they will re- 
eive the amount of the appropriation, and divide 
x between them, He thought the most proper 
worse would be to retain the amount of the appro- 
printions in the public Treasury. 
The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was agreed to. : 
The reading of the bill was then proceeded with, | 
and several typographical errors were corrected. 


THE WINNEBAGO INDIANS. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved toamend | 


ihe bill by inserting as follows: 


«Twelve thousand dollars for the Winnebago tribe of 
indians, to restore that amount unlawfully paid by the Sec- 


vewry of War to the legal representatives of John MeFar- | 


ian, deceased, out of the permanent annuities, to the said 





nt for one | 
reaches to June 39, 1851. 
'| from June 30, 1851, to June 30, 1852. This was 
| not only for the fiscal year which is our legitimate 
business, but for the fiscal year beyond, which be- 
longs to the second session of this Congress. 


nually. 
cember, 1850. The same item is bound to be em- 
| braced; and, therefore, (if not thrown out of view 
|| or acted on in error, and declared to be for a more 





tribe.” 

He explained the amendment, which he had 
submitted by instruction of the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs. He referred to the report made by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. McLan- 
AHAN,] to sustain the joaties and propriety of the 
appropriation, A bil b 
in the Senate, and was acted on in that body, and 
assed without opposition. That bill came to the 
Fionst, and was referred to the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, and it had received the unanimous 
sanction of that committee, by whom he was in- 


structed to offer it now, as an amendment to the | 
Indian appropriation bill. The object of this ap- | 


propriation was simply to restore to the tribe for 
which it is designed, the annuity of which they 
had been unjustly deprived by the action of this 


Government. He did not anticipate any objection | 


tothe amendment. It was one which the House 
ought, and he had no doubt would, adopt. 


The motion was rejected. 

The question recurred on the amendment. 

And the amendment was agreed to. 

The reading of the billy items was continued, 


POTTAWATAMIES. 


The following item being under consideration: 


“ For interest on $643,000, at five ed centum, stipulated 
aaa article of the treaty of Sth June, 1846, the sum of 
pwd oe, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved to strike 
out the appropriation for $32,150 for the Potta- 
wattamies, and said, this was a double appropria- 
tion—a duplicate appropriation in words and fig- 
ures. It originated under the same treaty and for 
the same cause. It was the same $32,150 specified 


on a preceding page of the bill, under the same | 


head of “* Pottawattamies.’? He had examined this 


list of estimates which had been adopted by the | 


Committee of Ways and Means maturely. He 


found these estimates reported verbatim et literatim | 


by the committee as a bill to the House. He 
could say the bill of estimates, and of course the 
bill before the House, was not sound in severa 
particulars; and the jegislation proposed on this 
item was not such as ought to be adopted. 

The committee of which he had the honor to 
be chairman, would clear him of any such charge 
as a disposition to injure the Administration by 
stinting the amount of appropriation called for in 
the estimates of the departments, where good rea- 
son was shown for the demand. He could, and 
now did, appeal to the members of that commit- 
tee with confidence on this. 

But this item is wrong. It had fallen to his lot 
as chairman, in connection with a member of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, [Mr. Tuompson, 
of Mississippi,} to examine the estimates on which 
this bill was : 
clerk of the Indian Bureau. 
eral months ago. He would not 


as it was several months ago, in the interim 
this item had escaped his attention. But he would 


a this, that the explanation was unsatisfactory — 


t it admitted the duplicate ion, and 
ta the du i . uplicate appropriation, a 
as an 










on the subject was reported | 


|| frauds that will startle the nation. 
Mr. CARTTER moved that the committee rise. || 











He had gone to the chief 
The chief clerk was 
unable to explain it satisfactorily. This was sev- 
of minutia, 


tion was to be availed 


peculiar difficulty connected with the fiscal year. It || financier and safe receiver of public 
was wrong, in his candid opinion. 


The first appropriation of 


5150, now made, 
e duplicate reaches 


} 
| 
ut, sir, this bill of appropriation comes up an- | 
It, therefore, comes up in this next De- | 


immediate period,) must be made to embrace the 
period beginning with the 30th June, 1852, and 
running to 30th June, 1853. Truly, this will en- 
force the action of this Congress upon the public 
Treasury, not only to a period beyond their own 
existence, in the way of what is matter purely of | 
annual appropriation, but will lead to this result, | 
that this Congress will have provided for annual | 
appropriations before it expires, toa period (the 
30th of June, 1853) beyond the very existence of | 
the next or thirty-second Congress. If right in | 
one case, it is rightin all the appropriations. It | 
was usurpation, and a dangerous vice in legisla- | 
tion. 

Besides, it is unnecessary now to make it; for 
before the sum now appropriated can be expend- 
ed, and before another similar sum can be called 
for, to wit, on the 30th June, 1851, this Congress 
will have acted upon the annual bill, and appro- 


priated means to serve the purposes of Govern- | 


ment up to June, 1852. 
But (he said) he had another and a grave and 
weighty objection to these appropriations, thus to 


be made from eighteen months to two years in ad- | 
But 
|| it opened the door, and would give rise to extended | 
and ruinous frauds upon the Government funds. | 
|| These things, he would now say, would, before 
many years, give rise to investigations that will | 


vance. It was an abuse, of itself, of power. 


create a deep sensation; yes, that will develop 


make charges against any, the living or dead—the 


ahem or past; and he would not say that wrong | 


ad ever been done. Of that he knew nothing 
upon which to rely, but he had fully satisfied 


himself of the facility with which gross frauds | 


upon the Treasury, outrages upon the Goyern- 


ment, could easily be perpetrated; and he now pro- | 


tested against these heavy appropriations, made 
so unusually far in advance. 





He would not | 


he demand of no | 





department can sanctify it. He would explain 
the means of fraud upon the Treasury. A child 
could then see it. 
Millions of her bonds are issued; they bear six per 
cent. interest. They are always at or above par 
in the stock market, and safe to be dealt in. 
money is drawn from the Treasury by requisition 


of some head of a department, or bureau, or sub- | 
rticular appro- | 
hese appropria- | 


ordinate, who is trusted with a 
priation, or branch of service. 

tions are made annually, if made as the 
be, for the interest of the Government. t 


should 
hey are 


not needed as soon as made, butare to be disbursed | 


as needed; and that period extends, in the gradual 
use of the funds, to the end of the fiscal year, and 
very often the fund appropriated is not used until 
that year has expired. Thus millions lie in the 
Treasury appropriated, but unused fiom year 
to year. But the head or subordinate gets money 
from the Treasury by a requisition under the par- 
ticular act which he specifies. The Treasurer sees 


the act; it is not for him to judge when the partic- | 


ular department or bureau needs it; he pays it. 
The appropriations of this year will exceed fifty 
millions of dollars. One million of dollars is drawn 
six months in advance of the time itis needed. It 
is placed in the hands of some favorite depositor. 
If the Government is deficient in money, it is the 
policy to provide means ty bonds at six per cent., 
and they are sold; but if paid in cash, it is in- 
vested by the depositary in United States bonds, 
and lying in the hands of the depositary six 
months, yields thirty thousand dollars of interest 
for - rts ia vipa hich hers skill Boos detects, and 
avails is unpril ulation, as the six 
months is about to expits, aoe from other appro- 

riations aa to replace this amount; and thus, 

the year, Ur 

money, upon which he himself pays an interest 
that yields the handsome sum of sixty thousand 
dollars out of his own coffers, to some skillful 


ee 


deposits. 
Now, if one million may be thus used to make 
sixty thousand dollars, wey may not ten millions 
out of fifty millions be so used tomake six hundred 
thousand dollars, and twenty millions of dollars to 
make one million two hundred thousand dollars. 

Sir, these are the great profits that create the 
great straggle for Government deposits; and if 
this character of deposits are to. be indulged in, 
they canvot be indulged im safely. It may be 
done securely for a time, if all who understand it 
are sharers and friends; but a falling out, or a mo- 
ws “4 by one or more, may blow the truth. 

ir, (he said,) this House may plainly see the 
great danger of extravagant appropriations for an 
object, or of Aperopratsras a long way ahead, 
when the more regular routine of annual appropri- 
ations can so easily be diverted, and used so suc- 
cessfully, to defraud so extensively; and when the 
detection of such frauds is rendered so difficult, 
amid the ramifications of Treasury day-books, 
ledgers, and folios, and a body of subordinates, 
who well know their tenure of office, and that their 
business and safety is to do their work in silence, 
and be silent after it is done. 

We want a law, that no requisition shall be 
made for money until it is on the instant to be 
paid out on Government appropriation or liability. 
And we want a regular committee on ‘l'reasury 
requisitions, to see that this law be complied with. 
I suggest it, not that I know of frauds, but that I 
know of the possibility; not that I charge the 
commission of frauds, but that I know of the bonds 
in stock-market that bear interest, and that I know 
of the anxiety of the three years I have been here, 
and which I have heard so often, I cannot forget 
or fail to reflect on it—the anxiety, | say, to ac- 

uire and monopolize the Government deposits. 
And I know the means (and have suggesied it) 
by which the broadest door for fraudulent and im- 
proper profit may be closed. 

He urged his motion to strike out this heavy 
advance appropriation, and condemned it, as a 
means by which Government may be made, tc.a 
shameful extent, to pay interest to receivers of de- 
posits upon her own money. 

Mr. BAYLY having renewed.the amendment, 
said, if the gentleman would look at the explana- 
tion contained in the report from the deparument, 
he would see that no harm could be done. The 
explanation was this: These sums were required 
to make the appropriations regular, and to make 
them conform to the fiscal, instead of to the calendar 
year, as in the case of other appropriations for the 
public service. The appropriation that was made 





This Government is in debt. | 


All | 


| 
it is appropriated specifically to carry outa treaty, 


nele Sam is made to loan a sum of 


on the 29th of July, 1848, was for the year 1848, 
and another appropriation for the same object 
should have been madé in 1849, but was omitted. 
These sums were therefore for last year as well as 
for this. For the last year under this stipulation 
of the treaty there was no appropriation. One of 
these appropriations then, to some extent, oe 
ut 
(continued Mr. B.) suppose the gentleman from 
Arkansas is right, though I think he ia not, even 
if he is right no possible inconvenience can ensue, 
because the money cannot be used for any other 
urpose than that for which it is appropriated, ard 


for deficiency of appropriation of last year: 


the provisions of which are referred to in the ap- 
propriation. If it were a double appropriation it 
would be simply for another year as well as for 
this, but it was necessary to simplify the opera- 
tions of the Indian Department, and make the ap- 
propriation conform to the fiscal year. 

The gentleman from: Arkaneas is right in say- 
ing that by making these two appropriations 
together, you provide for two haa in place of 
one. There can be no difficulty about it, In 
view of what the gentleman says of the near ap- 

roach of the next session of Congress, 1 do not 
Laow that any difficulty weuld ensue from stri- 
king out the amount, but none will from leaving 
it in. 

Mr. CROWELL (the floor being yielded) anid 
he desired to know whether these two appropria- 
tions were one and the same—whether they were 
identical ? 

Mr. BAYLY replied that they were for the 
same object, but that they were for two different 


ears. 
, Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, said he would 
state to the gentleman, for jhe information of the 
committee, that the first appropriation of §32,000, 














andl 





under the head of Pottawatamies, was for the pres- | 
ent fiscal year,ending the 30th of June, 1851, and | 
that the other appropriation of $32,000, again to | 
be counted under the head of Pottawatamies, was || 
identically the same in every respect, except that | 


jt was to commence after the first appropriation 


expired, viz: after the 30th June, 185], and run to 
the tat of July, 1852 The apuroneenyee bills of 


the next seasion, it was well 


July, 1853. 


tional appropriation. 


Mr. CROWELL said he saw no reason for 


doubling this appropriation which would not appl 
to any other of the appropriations in the bill. 
was stated that the double sum was to provide, in 
one case for the present year, and in the other to 
provide in anticipation for the next year. He 
waa opposed to this mode of making appropria- 
tions, because it was both unusual and likely to 
Jead to confusion, 

Mr. BAYLY (interposing) said, if the gentle- 
man would pause, he would propose to strike out 
the appropriation for the next year. 

Mr.CROWELL. Well, agreed. I am satisfied. 

The question was taken and the amendment was 
agreed to, 

Se the item was stricken out. 

Mr. McQUEEN moved that the committee rise. 
means: 

"he Clerk resumed the reading. 

The bill having been read through— 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the committee rise 
and report the bill. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 
I have several amendments which I am instructed 
by the Committee on Indian Affairs to offer. 

Mr. BAYLY. 
press my motion then. 

Cries of * rige;”? “ Wait till to-morrow.” 

Mr. JOHNSON. These amendments, which 


I am instructed by the Committee on Indian | 


Affaira to offer, will take considerable time. I 

will act recording to the pleasure of the com- 

mitte. 

them tc-morrow, I have no objection, 
The motion was made to rise. 


Waxpo and Cumeman were appointed. 
The question was taken, and the tellers re- 
ported—-ayes 63, noes 40. 
So the committee rose and reported. 
After an ineffectual effort to adjourn to Monday, 
The House adjourned, 





PETITIONS. 

The following petitions were presented under 
the rule, and referred to the appropriate commit- 
wes: 

By Mr, CALVIN: The petition of Susan Too}, the widow 


and relict of Jacob Tool, deceased, who was a soldier of 


the late war, praying Congress to grant her 160 acres of 
bounty haad. 


Also, the petition of Joha Penn Janes and 8 others, citi- 


zenstof Pennaylvania, praying for a modification of the tariff | 


ot 1845. 


By Mr. YOUNG: The petition of Richard Beck, of Ti- 


nois, asking Congress to allow him compensation for extra | 


services rendered in Monterey, in Mexico, in printing for 
the use of the army of the United States, while in posses- 
sion of that place. 


IN SENATE. 
Famar, August 2, 1850. 

A_message was received from the President of 
the United States, sent in compliance with a reso- 
lution of the Senate of the Sth of July, requestin 
him to communicate any information, if any ha 
been received by the Government, showing that 
any American vessel had been recently stopped on 
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the high seas, and searched by a British ship of | 


war. 
knowledge of any alleged stopping or searching on 
the high seas of American vessels, except in cer- 
tain eases mentioned, which would be explained 
by the correspondence on file in the Navy Depart- 
ment, 

On motion by Mr, CASS, it was ordered that 
the message and & 
to the Committee on 
printed. 

Also, a from the President, made in 
compliance with a resolution of the Senate of the 


nying papers be referred 
oreign Relatinns, and be | 


The message says the Government has no | 





.is no longer requir 














8th of July last, calling for the causes which led 
to the evacuation of Fort Polk. The Adjutant 
General says, in reply to the President, ‘ That 
Fort Polk was abandoned by the order of General 
Twiggs, of 5th July, 1849, no force in his opinion 





|| being required there, and the necessity that existed 


of making such a disposition of the limited forces 
assigned to the 8th department (Texas) as would 


nown, would be || render it most effective for the purposes of pre- 
paesed previous to the fourth day of March next, || 
to commence in 1852, and to run to the first of 
It would be time enough then, he | 
thought, at the next session, to pass this addi- 


serving treaty stipulations with the Indians. 
The message was read. 


CORRECTION OF THE JOURNAL. 

Mr.GREENE. Mr. President, | am informed 
by the Journal that, on the motion of the Senator 
from Missouri, [Mr. Arcuison,] yesterday, to 
substitute “* Monday”’ for “this day,’’ on the 
question to postpone the California bill, my vote 
was recorded in the affirmative. I intended to vote 
in the negative, and desire that my vote may be so 
corrected, 

The PRESIDENT. The Journal will be so 
corrected. 

MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 

Mr. SHIELDS presented a petition of citizens 
of Illinois, asking the establishment of a mail route 
from Newton to Martinsville, in that State; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. WALKER presented a petition from citi- 
zens of New York, asking that the public domain 
may be granted in limited quantities to actual set- 
tlers not possessed of other lands. 


THE TARIFF. 


Mr. CLARKE presented the petition of one 
hundred and twenty-nine citizens of Coventry, 


I hope not. || Rhode Island, residing in Washington and An- 


thony villages, for a modification of the present 
tariff. This petition is signed by the present Lieu- 


I did not know it. 1 will not || tenant Governor of the State, and other gentlemen 


of distinction, and a large portion of them are me- 
chanics and laborers, who immediately feel the 
present deep depression of their business. They 
ascribe this depression to the present revenue laws 
of the country allowing the value of the dutiable 
article imported to be fixed by the importer—and 


If they prefer to rise now and to act upon || thus reducing them, the free Jaborers of the coun- 


try, toa ruinous competition with the cheaper and 


|| ill-fed operatives of Europe. 
Tellers were asked and ordered, and Messrs. | 


Also, the petition of Charles H. Franklin and 


| eighty-eight other citizens of Olneyville, setting 


forth that the present revenue laws place them at 
the mercy of foreign labor and foreign capital, and 
asking for the fixing of a specific duty equal to an 


'| ad valorem upon the prices which existed at the 
|| passage of the tariff of 1846. 


Also, a petition signed by more than two hun- 


|| dred and fifty inhabitants of the town of East 
| Greenwich and the vicinity, setting forth the em- 
|| barrassments under which they are laboring in 


their industrial pursuits, and urging upon the at- 


|| tention of Congress such amendment of the present 


revenue system, as will afford protection and a 
just reward to their laber. I know most of these 
individuals whose names are affixed to this peti- 
tion, for they are my neighbors and friends, and I 
know the depression under which they are now 
laboring. ‘The insufficiency of the tariff of 1846, 
and the delusions which follow an ad valorem 
duty, are fully and forcibly set forth by the peti- 
tioners, and they pray for such duties in a specific 
form as will restore them, their laborers, artificers, 
and mechanics, to their accustomed prosperity. 
Their labor is their only capital—and that isthe 
capital which they seek to protect. 

Also, a petition of ninety-seven citizens of Crans- 
ton, mechanics, artisans, and calico printers, who 
all feel severely the present depression in the manu- 
facturing and printing business. The materials 
used in dyeing and printing are for the most part 
imported from England, and the duties upon those 
articles, with the freight and charges, are nearly 
equal to the duties upon prints under the present 
revenue laws; and in the manner in which they 
are levied, this branch of business forthe past year 
has been ruinous, and unless soon relieved from its 
depression, must cease. The grey cottons are the 
raw material of the printer, and when that article 
for that purpose, the whole 
field is given up to the foreign manufacturer and 

rinter, and the machinery thus employed is use- 
ess, or falls back upon other fabrics, which are 
already below the cost of labor and material. The 
quantity of prints imported is immense, having 


GLOBE. 











Aug. $, 
nearly doubled in the past year. Many a... & 
are furnished by the Rel cate whieh comin 
show the utter prosiration of their business ay 
Iso, a petition of Simon H. Green, and 
hundred and twenty-eight others, laborers and One 
sans in the villages of Phenix, Lippitt and th, 
Clyde Work, in Warwick, in the State of Rh - 
Island, setting forth in strong terms the desea 
in their business, which is the manufacture of ~ 
tons and the printing of cotton. One of ‘ws , 
establishments has suspended work, and the Sag 
ers are seeking for some employment elsewhere. 

Also, a petition of A. A. Tillinghast and thre 
hundred and thirty-eight others, citizens of North 
Providence, in the State of Rhode Island and 
Pawtucket, Massachusetts, asking for such chan, 
in the revenue laws as will enable them to wie 
stand the ruinous competition of foreiyn fabric. 
with which the country is inundated at this tim.’ 
They complain that the present system of assessin, 
duties is unwise, and induces to frauds UPON the 
revenue, and deprives the American laborer of a 
just reward for his labor. A specific duty, equa) 
to twenty-five per cent. upon the value of cotions 
as they were at the time of the passage of the 
present law in 1846, would enable them to pursue 
their business, reward their labor, and check 
excessive importations, which at no distant 
will exhaust the resources of the country. 

Also, a petition signed by Owry Tait and one 
hundred and eighty other individuals and commer. 
cial firms of the city of Providence, in the State 
of Rhode Island, representing that the present de. 
pression in all manufacturing and mechanical pur- 
suits loudly calls for the best consideration of 
Congress; that large amounts of capital have 
been invested in the various branches of indus. 
trial and mechanical pursuits, and that at the pres- 
ent time it is wholly unproductive; and that the 
fabrics of their manufacture, of which labor con- 
stitutes their principal value, are now much below 
the actual cost of production. They believe thas 
this depression is not caused by any want of abil- 
ity to consume by the great population of the 
ew but rather by the present unexampled in- 
flux of foreign fabrics, imported by foreigners un- 
der the unjust and delusive system of duties now 
imposed by law. The petitioners believe * tha: 
many establishments of business, which have 
heretofore given employment to large numbers of 
industrious people, must be abandoned,”’ unless a 
revision of the revenue laws is made; that the ex- 
isting laws, as experience shows, operate most un- 
favorably upon the industry of the country, ex- 
posing it to all the fluctuations of the European 
markets, and placing it at the ony of capital; 
and further, ‘* that a system of ad valorem duties 
presents such temptations and facilities to fraud 
that the duties cannot be fairly and honestly col- 
lected, according to the true intent of the present 
laws. And they ask that the duties may be made 
specific, taking as the valuation of the dutiable ar- 
ucles the average price at the time of the passage 
of the tariff of 1846.” 

Also a petition of Byron Diman and two hun- 
dred and eighty citizens of the town of Bristol, 
Rhode Island, representing that the manufacturing 
business in that town, in which the petitioners are 

rsonally engaged, is now unproductive and their 
abor is without reward. They attribute this de- 
pression to the present revenue laws and the sys- 
tem of ad valorem duties, and to the excessive im- 
port of foreign fabrics induced by that system and 
the fraudulent invoices which it invites. They 
ask that the duties may be made specific. 

Also, a petition of William S. Slater and forty 
other citizens of Slatersville, in the State of Rhode 
Island, setting forth in strong terms the present 
ruinous condition of their business in the manu- 
facture of cottons, and asking for such revision of 
seine an rane eset cae 
ties now im . ac to i u 
in lieu of the present. fraudulent ad valorem sys- 
tem. A ific duty upon a fair valuation of 
goods, as that value was when the act of 1546 was 
passed, would enable these petitioners to share in 
the great markets of their own country. 


a petition of Willi ra one hun- 
deed ora anenia pemeosinnannet Grarwick, Rhode 


day 


Hialaad. aching, $or 2 partons the tariff and a 


substitution of specific for ad valorem duties, and 
Be AT Ee 
passage of the present law in el a 


tionera are principally 
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x, and they feel sensibly a depression which 
- ves all their industry. Their only capital is 
pe) bor, and this they ask to have protected 
a the cheaper labor and fraudulent iniporta- 
ere from other countries. 
Also, a petition from John Melllvaine andmany 
pers, farmers, mechanics, manufacturers, and 
oan of the county of Carbon, in the State of 
Pennsylvania, representing that the markets of 
ipeir own country are wrested from them by the 
aprecedented influx of cheaper fabrics from 
oad, and proposing a remedy in the substitu- 
‘oh of specific for ad valorem duties, 


In presenting these petitions Mr. C, said: These | 


eiitions are signed by 1,726 individuals, ersbra- 
cing every class of citizens in the various commu- 
nities from which they come. The merchant, the 
farmer, the manufacturer, the mechanic, the arti- 
aa,the laborer. These distinct interests all unite 
in deprecating the effects of the tariff of 1846 upon 
ihe industrial pursuits of the country, and parti- 
wlarly desire that it should be so amended as to 
gubstitute specific for ad valorem duties. They 
believe that the present system encourages gross 
frauds upon the revenue, and invites exeessive im- 
portations of foreign fabrics produced by cheap 
isbor, and resulting from superabundant capital. 
The present duty, though nominally twenty-five 
per cetitey 18 really a duty not exceeding fifteen per 
cent. and the immense imports of the last and the 
present year have glutted our own markets and 
reduced the prices of our manufactures of cotton 
and wool below the actual cost of production. 
These petitioners disclaim all idea of exciting a 
panic or creating false impressions. Their per- 
sonal interests are connected with the leading in- 
erests of the country, and they claim only to 
share in a prosperity due to all. Their labor can- 
not be profitably employed, and a continued com- 
petition with the cheaper labor of Europe must 
result either in reducing wages below the means of 
a comfortable subsistence, or in the suspension of 
numerous large manufacturing establishments, and 
their labor consequently be forced into other and 
new employments. 

When the law of 1846 was passed, we were 
told that twenty-five per cent. upon prices as they 
then existed, insured a sufficient protection to our 
own industry. Had the duty been fixed and 
specific this might have proved true, but the slid- 
ing scale of duties, lowering as the price of the 
aricle became reduced abroud, coupled with un- 
der-valuations and frauds, has utterly defeated the 


expectations even of the friends of the bill of 1846. | 


A specific duty based upon the prices of 1846 


would answer the purpose of the framers of the || 
present law, and give moderate relief to the de- || 


pressed manufactures of theeountry. The iron 
interest may be said to suffer as deeply as any 
other. I know the business is discouraging in all 
sections of the country. My friend from Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr. Davis,] a short time since happily 
and ably illustrated the present condition of the 
iron business, and showed the twofold effect of it 
—one upon the labor directly employed, and the 
other upon the agricultural labor which would be 
employed to feed and sustain that other labor 
which produces only iron, and not bread. I can 
add nothing to his excellent remarks. 

I find, on looking at the report of the Treasury 
Department of the commerce and navigation of 
the country for the year ending June 30, 1849, 
that there were imported of 


Woolens. 00.0... cee es ese oe $14,539,863 
Cottone .. sees. cess eeeseeseees 16,418,832 
Iron and steel..........ss0+0. 14,988,961 
il B.000c0cce.o ones BUNS BEES Ce beac 16,627,356 
Fo AEE EEE 


Total. oo... 000.0 cee os $68,487,554 


Of the cottons, there were prints $10,286,294. 
The whole imports of the country, after deductin 
the exports. of foreign goods, were $134,768,574, 
showing that the im of woolens, cottons, iron 
and steel, silks and linens, constituted more than 

















THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. | 


Mr. HALE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred the petition of William 


Ferguson, asking arrears of pension, submitted a | 


report in writing, which was ordered to be printed, | 
adverse to the prayer of the petitioner. 


Also, from the same committee, to which was 1 


referred the petition of Isaac F. Miller, for an in- | 
crease of pension, made an adverse report thereon; | 
which was agreed to. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was | 
referred the petition of John B. Brooks, asking | 


compensation for the services of his father during | 


the revolutionary war, made an adverse report || 


thereon; which was agreed to. 


Also, from the same committee, to which was | 
referred House bill No. 178, being for the relief of || 
Benjamin P. Smith, reported back the same with- || 


out amendment, and recommended its passage. 
The Senate proceeded to its consideration as in | 
The bill was reported to the Senate, and no 
amendment having been proposed, it was ordered | 
to a third reading, and was read a third time and | 
passed. - 
Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on 


| 


Indian Affairs, to which was referred the me- || 


morial of J. K. Rogers, legal representative of 





the widow and children of David Cordery, de- || 
|| ceased, a Cherokee Indian, asking compensation | 


for the value of a reservation under the treaties of | 
1835-6, submitted a report in writing, which was | 
ordered to be printed, accompanied by a joint | 
resolution for the heirs of David Cordery, which | 
was read and passed to a second reading. 


CASE OF WILLIAM MAXWELL. 
Mr. BERRIEN. The Committee on the Judi. 


ciary, to which was referred House bill for the | 


relief of William Maxwell, late United States 


| marshal for the district of Georgia, have instructed 


me to report back the same without amendment, 
and recommend its passage. 


It relates to a case in which a judgment was ob- | 
tained by the United States against Col. Maxwell, | 


as marshal of the district of Georgia, and upon the 
evidence submitted to the House of Representa- 


tives, and which accompanies the bill, it is clearly | 


shown that the United States are not entitled to 
receive the amount of that judgment. The state- 
ment of the accounting officer also confirms this. 
I hope the bill will be considered now. 

The bill was accordingly taken up, and consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. 
Mr. SEWARD. 
ment of the facts in this case. 
Mr. BERRIEN. Colonel William Maxwell 
was marshalof the United States for the district of 
Georgia. He had a deputy res.ding at a distance 
from him, in the interior of the State. An execu- 
tion in behalf of the United States was placed in 


the claim had been paid, Some years afterwards 


he was out of office, upon that return; the deputy 
had removed from his residence in Georgia, and 
the marshal having no knowledge of the execution 
or the return, had no means of explaining it, and 
judgment was therefore obtai against him. 
Subsequently he ascertained from his deputy that 
that execution was so returned in consequence of 
the money having been paid to the deputy of Col. 
Maxwell’s predecessor. Upon making this ex- 
planation to the proper accounting officer, proceed- 
ings on the execution were suspended. Subse- 
uently judgment was obtained by the United 


redecessor, from whom the Government can real- 
ize the amount. Still the executiun was pressed 
against Col. Maxwell, and is only now suspended 
to await the action of Co - The object of 
this bill is to release the judgment against Colonel 
Maxwell, which amounts to: some one hundred 
and fifty or sixty dollars, exclusive of interest. 
The bill was then reported to the Senate, and 
read a third time and passed. 


one half of the whole amount of the imports of the CASE OF ISAAC SEYMOUR. 

country. L intended to have presented other sta- || Mr. DAVIS, of ssippi, asked the Senate 

Ustics, butas I design to have these petitions re- || to take up the bill from the House, reported this 

ferred to the Committee on ctures, it will || morning, for the relief of Isaac Seymour. 
unnecessary, as that committee will examine the The IDENT of the Senate. The bill was 

eee report upon it. received this morning and will come up as a matter 
The petitions were then referred to the Com- || of course with a view to refe ; 

mittee on Commerce. Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 1 will make a 





1 would like to hear a state- 


the hands of that deputy, who returned on it that |) 


an action was brought against Mr. Maxwell, after | 


tates against the administrator of Col. Maxwell’s | 






brief statement why I ask it. He was a soldier 
| who was wounded in the Florida war, but on ac- 
| count of the failure of the official report of his case, 
he failed to get a certificate which would have se- 
cured a pension, and he has been without a pension 
rom that time, Having lost a limb, and being 
feally in extreme poverty, not being able to obtain 
| t livelihood for himself, the House have taken 
| his case into consideration and have passed an act 
for his relief. Under these circumstances, ! ask 
| the Senate to take up the bill. 

The bill was taken up and read a first and second 
time, and considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
It was then reported to the Senate and read a third 
| time, and passed. 

BILL FROM THE HOUSE. 

‘The bill from the House of Representatives for 

the relief of John P. Montgomery was read a first 


’ 


|| and second time, and referred to the Committee 


Committee of the Whole. | OR 


WIDOWS’ PENSIONS. 
On motion by Mr. HALE, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the resolution of the House of Repre- 
| sentatives, explaining the acts of the 17th July, 


|| 1838, and Mareh 3d, 1843, and June l7th, 1844. 


This bill, after undergoing some discussion, and 
some amendment, was postponed till to-morrow. 
BILL PASSED. 
The engrossed bill for the relief of John Miller 
was read a third time and passed. 


THE ADMISSION OF CALIFORNIA. 
The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the special order of the day, being a bill for the ad- 
| mission of the State of California intu the Union. 
The pending question was on the amendment of 
Mr. Foote to the amendment of Mr. Doveras, 
which were published in yesterday’s report. 
Debate then ensued, in which Messrs. FOOTE, 
WINTHROP, ATCHISON, CLAY, BADGER, 
| and others, took part, a report of which will be 
| given in the Appendix, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, ugust 3, 1850. 


The Journal having been read, 

Mr. JACKSON, of Georgia, asked the unani- 
| mous consent of the House to introduce a bill for 
| the relief of Joseph Arnow and Peter Arnow, 
|| heirs of Joseph Arnow, late of Florida, deceased, 
| No objection being made, 

The bill was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. DANIEL moved that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole cn the private calendar. 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the rules be sus- 
| pended, and that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BURT begged to put a question to the 
Chair. Some other gentlemen, as well as him- 
| self, desired to know of the Chair what had be- 


|| come of the fortification bill? 

‘| ‘The CHAIR replied, that the fortification bil} 
was on the Speaker’s table, and that it would re- 
main there until the business on his table was 
| taken up. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
| Mr. Dawiet, that the House resolve itself into 
| Committee of the Whole on the private calendar, 
|, and it was decided in the negative. 

_ ‘The question was then taken on the motion of 
| Mr. Bavur, that the House resolve itself into 
| Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union; 
which was decided in the affirmative. 
INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 
| The House then resolved itself into Committee 
| of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
|| Brown, of Mississippi,in the chair.) 
|| The committee then resumed the consideration 
|| of the bill making appropriations for the service of 
|| the Indian Department, for the year ending June 
| 30, 1851. 
|| Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, rose, and ex- 
| pressed his regret that his friend from Arkansas, 

| Mr. Jounson,} who had some amendments to sub- 
| mit from the Committee on Indian Affairs, was not 
| present. He would take advantage of the absence 
| of that gentleman to submit a motion which he 
| had intended to offer yesterday, had he not been 

revented by the anxiety of the committee to rise, 
| He would now move to strike out the following 
| item in the bill: 












ea 


* For the reappropriation of the sum carried to the surplus 
fund, ander the head of ‘fulfilling treaties with the O1to- 
was aid Chippewas,’ Jane thirtieth, ¢igiteen handred and 
foriy-even, per surplus fund warrant number nineteen, 
grsie 16.” 

Mr. T. said: The motion made involves the 
question of a reappropriation of money carried 
to the surplus fund, I regret that 1 have not 
the ime to express my opinions on this sub- 
ject as full as 1 would desire. This subject came 
up some time since on the motion of the gentleman 
from Ohio, (Mr. Sweerser,] which alleged that 
the eum of $152,249 had been drawn from the 
Treasary after the aame had been carried to the 
surplus fund. Since that time I have given the | 
subject some consideration, and now that the sub- 
ject is before us, I feel unwilling to allow this op- 
portunity to pass without entering my protest 
against the decision made by the Secretary of the 
Treasury and Comptroller, in withdrawing from 
the Treasury $152,000 without authority of Jaw. 
I do not believe there has been any official miscon- 
duct, nor any corruption; but I do think a mis- 
construction has been given to the statutes by our 
Officials, and the committee so believed, and there- 
fore this em of reappropriation is inserted. But 
the argument furnished the committee deserves a 
respectful consideration. 

la the year 1795 the surplus fund was constitu- 
ted, and all appropriations, except in certain cases 
named in the statutes, which have remained un- 
expended for more than two years after the act 
making them was passed, shall be carried to the 
** surplus fund;”’ and then, in the language of the 
statute, **such appropriation shall be deemed to 
have ceased and been determined.”’” And as no 
money can be drawn from the Treasury without 
& previous appropriation by law—to draw money 
thus returned to the Treasury, it makes no differ- 
ence whatever as to the object of expenditure, is 
a usurpation of power, and a violation of the Con- 
stitution. 

This law creating the surplus fund has existed 
since the year 1795, and has never been repealed. 
It is true (eat a modification of it was made in 
1820. From the year 1795 up to the year 1820, 
whatever amounts were appropriated for any | 
given object were to be retained as subject to draft 
on the Looks of the Treasury, for two years, al- 
though the object for which the appropriation had 
been granted had in the mean time been effected. To 
obviate this defficulty and probable embarrassment, 
the statute of 1820 was enacted, by which the 
Secretaries of War and Navy were required to re- | 
portto the Secretary of the Treasury all sums 
remauung upexpended whenever the object for 
which the apprepriation had been made has been 
eflected. ‘This act did not repeal the general law 
of 1795, but, on the contrary, it only made it 
necessary, if the object of .an appropriation had 
been etlected .in less time, the money remaining 
unexpended should be restored to the Treasury 
without further delay. 

it is a uniform rule of construction, adopted by 
every judicial wibunal, that. where. there is no 
necessary conflict of law, statutes must be so con- 
ai. ued that. they may all harmonize, and be effect- 
ive. By the law of 1795, it was made the abso- 
lute duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to ,re- 
store to the surplus fund all unex pended balances, 
afier the appropriation had stood for more than 
two years. By the law of 1820, at was made his | 
duty to restore the same earker, if in the mean 
time the Secretary of War or the Navy informed 
him the objects of the appropriations for their re- 
spective departments had been effected. 

As a demonstation that such isthe true con- 
struction of these statutes, Cengress passed a law 
in 1822, wo years after the e of the law of 
1820, making it imperative that all the money then 
to the creditof those departments should be re- 
paid into (he Treasury of the United States. The 
tone and temper of that statute of 1822, convinces 
me that the construction now set up by the Treas- 
ury Department, that the law of 1820 eran 
the law of 1795, had been adopted and upon 
by the then Secretaries of War and Navy, and it 
was passed by Congress as a rebuke of a construc- 
tion of law which Congress then deemed might 
lead tocorraplion. é 

The whole policy of this law is apparent, that 
each Congress should have the entire control of 
the Treasury for the two ms of their existence, 
and be of course responsible to the people for its 
management. ; 











THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 





But the officers of the Treasury are correct in 
their interpretation of the law, that so far as ap- 
propriations made for the War and Navy Depart- 
ments are involved, the law of 1795 was repealed 
by the statute of 1820. Yet, it seems difficult 
to understand how the money could be drawn from 
the Treasury after it had actually been repaid into 
the Treasury, and carried to the account of the 
surplus fund. 

Mr. SWEETSER here interposed, and desired 
to know how the Committee of Ways and Means | 
came into possession of the facts? 

Mr. THOMPSON continued: Soon after the | 
discussion which took place in this House, in ref- 
erence to the motion of the gentleman from Ohio | 
to raise a special committee to examine into the 
very subject now under consideration, the Secre- 
tary of the Interior replied to the interrogatories 
previously made. 

The case which gave rise to all this inquiry is 
the removal of the Seminole Indians. The facts 
arefew, and may be briefly stated. In 1832 the 
United States made a treaty with the Seminole In- 
dians, at Payne’s Landing, by which we agreed 
to remove the Indians west of the Mississippi 
river within three years. From time to time ap- 
propriations were made for this object. On the 
30th June, 1847, the amount of unexpended bal- 
ances of these appropriations, being $152,249 94, 
was regularly carried to the surplus fund, In 
December, 1849, the said sum was drawn from 
the Treasury, without any appropriation by Con- 


gress, and it is presumed tnat the same has been || 


applied to the objects for which it was originally. 
desicned. 

The ground assumed by the Treasury officers 
is, that this money was erroneously carried to the 
surplus fund, and as error, they have made this 
sum of money subject to the draft of the Secretary 
of the Interior. Even if you admit that the Secre- 
tary of War in 1847 committed an error in resto- | 
ring this money to the Treasury, still the fact 
exists that it was repaid, and that it had remained 
in the Treasury for more than two years. Could 
this money be reached after that lapse of time, 
without a reappropriation? If it could, then there 
is no limit us to the time when other sums can be 
reached in the same way. The sum thus within 
the discretion of the Secretary, is very large, and 
the power possessed is most dangerous, and no 
individual, however pure, should be invested with 
a discretionary power so unlimited. So, if I be 
wrong in the construction of this statute, still all 
must agree with me as to the impropriety of draw- 
ing money from the Treasury after it has been 
regularly received into it, without the euthority of 
law. 

I have said thus much, simply to present my | 
own opinions on a mooted and interesting subject. | 

As I approve of the reappropriation from the | 





surplus fund contained in the bill, and think the 

very passage of this bill will adopt by Congress | 
my construction of the law, and condemn that of 
the Treasury Department, | withdraw the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. FITCH renewed the amendment, for ine | 
purpose of correcting the report of some remerks 
of his, as published inthe Globe. ‘The great 
wonder, he said, was, that any remarks made in 
the House could be reported with anything like 
accuracy, amid the nvise and confusion that gen- 
etally prevailed. 

The inaccuracy which he was about to notice, 
was a matter of very little moment to the House, 
or to the country; but as it involved a statement of 
facts, he desired that the statement should be cor- 
rect. “He was made to say— 

“ The agent for one tribe acts as the agent of another. | 
‘There are no-sub-agencies among these Indians. If a tribe 
fails into decay, and diminishes down to a few individuals, 
the agent will not admit the fact. He will contrive to pick 
upsome straggling remuant of the tribe to become his sub- 
agent, and they will receive the amount of the appropria- 
tion, and divide it between them.” 

What he had said was, that there was no sub- 
agent for any one tribe—that the same sub-agent 
acted for several tribes; aud further, that when any 
one of the tribes run out—became extinct, and Con- 
gress appropriated money for that tribe, the sub- 
agent might not report the fact of its extinction, but 
that he might find some individual or individuals 
who weuld not be unwilling to call themselves or 
be esteemed descendants and representatives of the 
tribe, if the sub-agent would divide the money 
with them, to be applied to their own private pur- 
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titi On 
poses. He had stated further, that : 
the proviso was, to require that it aie puleet 0 
tained, before the Pe ie mg of the money — 
priated, whether this tribe of Indians existed 
* bea - not, the money ought to be lef, in the 
a ear amen: 
r. ETSER renewed the amend 
said that the object he had in ealling upon the 
tleman from Mississippi for the information hin 
he had received from the First Auditor of = 
tee deen to aan whether the facts Which 
e had hitherto cha in a resoluti ' 
adtnined to been lation, “wer 
It was now admitted that the Secretary of th 
| Treasury had taken from the surplus fund one bu ; 
dred and fifty-four thousand dollars, which a 
accrued, and actually transferred to said fund en 
the provisions of the act of 1795; which act hed « 
general application to all appropriations which 
were unexpended for the period of two years afi 
the appropriation had been niade by Congress F 

The officers of the late Administration were driven 
to the wall. Not being able to withhold the {,., 
charged, of using the money without authority o 
law, they had fallen back from the explanation hers. 
tofore given in this House, that it was the mer 
correc'ion of an error in book-keeping, to ih, 
provisions of the act of 1820, which had applics. 
| tion to the Warand Navy Departments, and neve, 

were understood to apply to the miscellaneoys 
| appropriations made by Congress. 

‘The assumption, to help the department out of 
the dilemma into which their own acts have pr. 
pe ete, them, that the act of 1820 repeals the ae; 
of 1795, is an absurdity that will not avail. |r wilj 
be recollected that the same officers who perpetra. 
| ted the act complained of, appealed to the Com. 

mittee of Ways and Means to include in the appro. 
| priation in the current year, an ilem to cover the 
amount which had thus been unlawfully with. 
drawn, 

No man who respects himself or his opinions, 
will in this House contend that the act of 1795 
was repealed by the act of 1820. The assumption 
that such is the effect of the act of 1820, is intended 
for present purposes. 

Sir, the evil complained of is important. The 
country looks to Congress as the custodian of the 
Treasury. And the tendency of the executive 
branch of the Government to reach out and arro- 
gate to themselves power which properly belongs 
to the representative branch of the Government, 
should alarm the country. ‘The Treasury has been 
ne by repeated acts of Congress, which clear- 

y admonish the executive branch of the Govern- 
ment that Congress intends to hold the money of 
the country subject to specific appropriation, and 
that any act which contravenes legislation upon 
that subject will not be received with favor. 

Sir, there is in the Treasury about five millions 
of money which has accrued to the surplus fund 
under said act of 1795. ‘If we sanction this act of 
usurpation, we may as well yield up all control 
over the Treasury. I do not intend to make such 
a surrender, neither do I intend to permit the per- 
| version of the act of 1820, or permit a resort to 

such a subterfuge to avail a delinquent public 
officer. 

I am_well satisfied with the exposition which 
has this day been made. It is well Known that 
the act of 1820 was intended to prevent certain 
abuses which had grown up in the Treasury De- 
partment, in withdrawing from the Treasury ®)- 
propriations, within the two years, and make spe- 
cial deposites, to be used at their convenience; and 
to make the act of 1795 more stringent. 

I withdraw the amendment. 

‘Mr. CHANDLER renewed the amendment, 
(pro.forma.) He had no intention to occupy th¢ 
attention of the committee for five minutes; ou! 
he could not refrain from entering his solema pro- 
test against the charge which bad been made, and 
reiterated by the gentleman from Uhio, against the 
late Secretary of the Treasury. Since that ge" 

‘tleman had deen foiled in ‘his attempt to obtain + 












committee to invest this , he had more 
than once repeated that he had found something 
in the conduct of the late Secretary which wes 

" of endorsing the 


deserving of ee: Instead . I 

charge made by a from Ohio, the 
he had adopted aes calling on 
only in reference to this’ particular transactio p, but 
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e Secretary had been guilty of any impro- 
tat in his official conduct. He repitied Mie 
common salvo resorted to on these occasions, that 
pothing was meant. He presumed the gentleman 
m Ohio would not contend that charges of this 

s character could meannothing. And when 
that gentleman violated the rales of courtesy so 
fr es to make and repeat these charges, and then 
sheers himself behind this salvo, it was perhaps 
only just to him to presume that he does 

meg. 

ll, SWEETSER said he meant just what he | 
had said this morning—that the action was not 
gothorized by law. ‘ | 

Mr. CHANDLER (resuming) said, the House 
nad already decided this matter, by calling on the 
Secretary bi information as to all his official acts 
in this and similar subjects, During the interval 
before a reply is received, it is undignified, to say 
the least, to throw out these insinuations. He did 
not wish to proceed further with these remarks, | 
bot would simply ask for the reading of the amend- 
ment. 





| 





Mr. WHITE renewed the amendment, and in- | 


sisted upon a vote. 
The question was taken, and theamendment was 


rey 


lowing amendment, to be added at the end of the 


bill: 

« Por carrying into effect the treaty of 1846 with the In- 
dian tribes of Texas, and to enable the United States to: pre- 
sive peace with said tribes—the suin to be expended under 
the direction of the Secretary of the Interior, $15,000,”? 


He sent up to the Clerk, by whom it was read, 


necessity Of the appropriation asked for. He 





cted. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved. the fol- |! 


| of Oregon for an extinguishment of their «laims tw lands | 





briefly explained, that the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs recommended an appropriation of $10,000; 
the Committee on Indian Affairs, in consideration 
of the greatdelay which had taken place, and after 
consultation ‘with the delegation from Texas, 
had increased the sum to $15,000—to be appro- 
priated under the treaty of May, 1846, as made by 
Batler and Lewis with the various lodian tribes of 
Texas. Ten thousand dollars of this sum was 
immediately necessary; i ought long since to have 
been paid, and, if paid, would perhaps have pre- 
vented many of the evils which had resulted from 
the failure of the Indians to fulfill their part of the 


treaty, which failure they contended had arisen | 
from the previous failure of the United States to 


execute their part of the treaty. The amendment 
was unanimously reported b 
Indian Affairs. He did not deem any further ex- 
planation necessary. 

He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. SWEETSER renewed it, and said, he re- 
gretted to be obliged again to trouble the House; 
but, for the third time, the gentleman from Penn- 
— had made a — attack upon him, 
(Mr. S.,) and had wholly perverted 

Mr. WHITE interposed, and made the point of 
order, that the gentleman was out of order, and 
must confine his remarks to the amendment before 
the committee. 


Mr. SWEETSER. 





I will keep in order. Sir, 


are gentleman on that side of the House, for the | 


sake of any feeling they may have ,for a retired 
Secretary, against whom I have never made a 
charge, except such as his public acts invelve—— 

Mr. STANLY. _ I rise to a point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from North 
Carolina rises to a point of order. The gentleman 
will state his point of.order. 

Mr. STANLY. lank the Chair to say wheth- 
er the gentleman is in order. 

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore (Mr. Brown, of 

ississippi) said, that were it not for the latitude 
of debate which had previously been allowed, the 
Chair would certainly rule the gentleman from 
Ohio out of order; but the present occupant of the 
chair did not feel himself authorized, contrary to 
the uniform ice of the committee, to rule the 
gentleman from Ohio out of order. 

Mr. STANLY. Does the Chair decide the 
gentleman from Ohio to be in order? 
nate The Chair so decides. 


the Committee on | 


| 


| 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Admin- appeal, remarking that they had enough of this | Army, 


stated his decision. 


rule. 


mean || on any question in the House, or in committee ; but a mem- 

her reporting the measure under consideration from a com. 

mittee, may open and close the dehate; Provided, that where || pre’ , new ' 

|| debate is closed by order of the House, any member shall be || and other distinguished and meritorious individ- 
allowed, in committee, five minutes to explain any amend- | 

ment he may offer.” ° 


|! ut of order. \} 


| of Congress of the Sth of June, 1850, the same heing in 
|| addition to the appropriation made by that act, £15,000.” 








Sapper eine panen aia pennneamA agaI 


| 


|| in progress of negotiation; that, according to the 


| 


| 
| 
| 


| 
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rering all acts of this kind under ev an admirable soldier, a noble and estimable 
“ation, and by all the Secretaries. Now, after || jrreoular debate. | gentleman, an honor to the service and his coun- 
jeadoption of this resolution, before any reply || The CHAIRMAN. ‘The question is, ‘Shall || try. é 
has been received, it was a great departure from || the decision of the Chair stand as the judgment of | ‘The question was taken and the amendment 
eourtesy to use language conveying an implication || the committee?” | was agreed to. 


Mr. DUER inquired if the gentleman from Ohio l Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, under similar 


i 
: had not previously made one five-minutes’ speech || instructions, offered the following amendment. 
upon this amendment? 


* For medals for Todian chitefa, $1,500.” 


The CHAIRMAN replied, not at all; and again Mr. J., in explanation of this amendment, af- 
: | ter having caused to be read the communication 
Mr. STANLY called for the reading of the 34th | from the Indian bureau, showing its necessity, 


stated that it had been the uniform custom every 
| four years, upon a new President coming into 
| office, to make an appropriation providing for cast- 
| ing of medals with the inscription of the head of the 


| President upon them, to be presented to the chiefs 


The rule was read. 
«No member shall occupy more than one hour in dehate 





| wale of the different Indian tribes, to give them 
. ; : || some impression of the countenance and appear- 
ha question was taken, and decided in the ance of their Great Father, the President of the 
ae een . || United States. If they should refuse to folluw 

So 'the decision of the Chair was overruled, and || this course at this time, it might perhaps be con- 


the remarks of Mr. Sweerser were decided to be || cidered discourteous to tRe present President. 


; a he || The amount was small..He had consented to 
The question recurred, and was taken upon the || vote for it, though he did not know but the House 
amendment, and decided in the affirmative. || might refase to. 


So the amendment was agreed to. y || Mr, BAYLY inquired whether upon any of the 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, under jnstruc- | prior medals the Indians had had the image of 
tions from the Committee on Indian Affairs, moved || General Taylor; for he thought there ought not to 
the following amendment, to come in at the end |! be a hiatus in which that would be lost to them. 
of the bill: || Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, replied, that med- 

“For expenses of holding treaties with the Indian tribes || als had been struck with the head of General 


Iving west of the Cascade mountains, authorized by the act || Teer ae rerter ie Several hundred 


Mr. J., in explanation of the amendment, sent | 
up to the Clerk’stable, where it was read, a com- | 


| munication from the Indian Department showing | 
| 
4 
the letter of the Secretary of War showing the | 


the necessity of the appropriation, Healsoadded || 
that, according to information derived from that || 


department, there were now within the limits of || 
| Oregon about forty Indian tribes; that the expenses || 


attending the negotiation of an Indian treaty were || 
considerable anywhere, but were necessarily more || 
than ordinary in Oregon; that a large portion of || 
this apprapriatinn was necessary to sustain the || 
various delegations during the time the treaty was || 
statement submitted from the Indian bureau, and || 
explained to him by the chief clerk of that bureau, || 
$20,000. out of the original appropriation of || 
$25,000 would be required to support the agen- 
cies, and for the uswal contingent expenses; and 
that the additional $15,000 asked for, was to be 
used in making and concluding treaties for the 
lands west of the Cascade Mountains. The ex- | 


er of Indian Affairs to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs; it had been deemed ample by them, and 
they had unanimously reported in favor of the ap- 
propriation. — 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, under similar in- 
structions, reported the following amendment: 

« For expenses of removing the Pottawatamies, and Sacs | 
and Foxes, from Iowa west of the Mis-issippi river, to their 
own lands, agreeably to the terms of a contract entered into 
by Brevet Mijor 8S. Woods, United States Army: Provided, | 
however, Thatthe same shall be deducted from and paid out | 
of the annuities pra rata of said tribes, $2,000. 


planation had been submitted by the Commission- || 
| amendment by reducing the proposed appropria- 
|| tion to the sum of $25,000. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. And the object 
contemplated by the bureau, is to have them recast, 
with the head of the present Chief Magistrate 
upon them. 

Mr. BAYLY. Then‘ the Indians will not re- 
ceive any with the head of General Taylor? 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Only those 
which have been distributed. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, ‘referred to 
the last general appropriation bill, showing that it 
contained an appropriation of $2,500 for medals for 
the Indians. his, he said, was at the time when 
General Taylor came into office; this amendment 
was intended to make a similar provision in regard 
to Mr. Fillmore, at this time. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to, 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, under similar in- 
structions, moved the following amendment: 

*¢ For expenses of procuring information and collecting #ta- 
tisties necessury to the lndian Bureau, and for making 
treaties with, and presents to, the various tribes of Indians 
residing within the limits of the United States, upon the 
boiders of Mexico, §30,000,”’ 


Mr. BAYLY said he would move to amend the 


Mr. JOHNSON, of ‘Arkansas, said he-had con- 


tented himaclf with the reading <f the papers in 
i| explanation of the amendmert, and should mot 
|| now avail himself of the five minutes allowed him 
by the rule. 


Mr. BAYLY said that, acecrding to the letters 


| which had been read, the Commissioner of Indian 
|| Affaira himself had expressed the opinion that the 
! sum of $25,000 would, with proper economy, be 
|| an ample appropriation. 


Such bemg the case, he 


Mr. J. said, he held in his hands a bundle of |) (Mr. B.) did not see the necessity of appropriating 


papers, explanatory of a difficult affair, and of the | 
necessity for this small appropriation. It would 

consume time to read them; he would explain | 
their substance, as he, with the Committee on In- | 


i} 


} a higher sum. 
Mr. HALL moved anamendment to the amend- 
ment, striking out $25,000, and inserting $1,000, 
Some conversation followed on a point of order; 


dian Affairs, had -maturely examined them. T'wo || after which— 


facts would satisfy the House of the propriety, as | 
well as wisdom of this appropriation. It was to | 
provide means to fulfill a contract made, by which — 
about four hundred Indians were to be transported 
four hundred miles to their own lands, (from 
which they had run away,) at the rate of $3 50 | 
per head. It was a most admirable and extraor- 
dinary at for ee have — in —— of 
paying from thirty to forty sixty and seventy 
follars per head. + oe haga Again, this 
money came not, in the end, from the Treasury, 
but from the annuities of the Indians themselves. 
No one could now object. He would only say, 
that honor might be given te whom honor is due, 


that this: most troublesome and difficult matter had 
been conducted and 


consummated Brevet Ma- 
jor, Woole, 4am Word) of-the United Bates 





Mr. BAYLY withdrew his amendment. | 
| Mr. HALL was then understood to move to 
amend the amendinent of the gentleman from Ar- 
kansas, [Mr. Jonwson,] by striking out the suin 
of $25,000, and inserting $500. 

Mr. HALL gaid, every one would concur in the 
importance of procuring all the information which 
could be obtained in relation to these Indian tribes 
which had come under our jurisdiction in conse- 
quence of the recent treaty with Mexico. If 
money must be appropriated for this purpose, let 
it be appropriated in a manner calculated to obtain 
the information that was needed. The plan pro- 
posed. he regarded aa utierly worthless for the pur- 

The only way to obtain knowledge of the 
ndian character was by going to live among the 
Indiev~, and becoming familiar, accounts 
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given by the Indians themselves, with their habits, 
manners and customs. If necessary, let Indian 
agents be stationed among them, and let an appro- 
priation be made for that purpose. We should 
thus procure reliable information, whilst, upon the 
plan propoeed no information would be obtained 
that was to be at all depended upon. 

Mr. H. withdrew the amendment, at the re- 
queat of 

Mr. BOKEE, who renewed it, and said that he 
desired to correct the misapprehension of the hon- 
orable chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means as to the amount asked for by the Indian 
Bureau, to carry into effect the object contemplated 
by the appropriation. Had that gentleman listened 
aitentively to the reading of the documents pre- 
sented by the chairman of the Committee on in- 
dian Affairs, he would have discovered that al- 
though twenty-five thousand dollars was the 
amount originally proposed by the department, 
yet after further consideration of the subject, a 
second communication was sent into the commit- 
tee, recommending ghat it be increased to fifty 
thousand dollars. In deliberating upon the mat- 
ter, the. Committee of Indian Affairs, while ap- 
proving of the suggestions made by it, concluded 
to propose that only thirty thousand dollars be 
placed at the disposal of the department for the 
specified purpose. 

If not mistaken as to the views expressed by the 
honorable gentleman from Missouri, no objection 
was urged as against the objects contemplated; in- 
deed that gentleman rather admitted the necessity 
of the adoption of measures to procure the requi- 
site information as to these Indians, but he was 
apprehensive a system would be adopted which 


would be ineffectual to the end proposed. Now, sir, || 


to my mind this is begging the question; and I do 
not understand by what right itis that any one 
assumes that the Administration will be so regard- 
lesa of its responsibilities, as to care more for the 
expenditure of money and the disposition of its 
patronage, than the advancement of the general 
interests of the country, for which provision alone 
is made by Congress in theappropriations granted 
by it. 

"sic, what is it that is asked for? I have before 
mea copy of the treaty with Mexico. If gentle- 
men will refer to it, they will ascertain, that with 
the acquisition of an immense territory, the duty 
and obligation is imposed upon this Government 
to protect Mexico from the hostile incursions of 
indians inhabiting the territory surrendered by her; 
in other words, this Government has guarantied 
Mexico from all injury or damage from depreda- 
tions committed by Indians living within our 
borders. To enable the Administration to carry 
out in good faith this treaty stipulation is one 
reason for asking the appropriation. But, sir, 
there is another; it is the desire to pursue the 
same system in regard to these Indians, which 
has been pursued by the Government from a 
very early period in the management of our own 
Indian tribes. So far, very little information has 
been procured in relation to them. It is believed 
the tribes aré very numerous, but the number of 
them is not known, nor do we know much as to 
their habits and customs, their strength, their loca- 
tions, their means of living. It is absolutely essen- 
tial that accurate knowledge be possessed on all 
these points before the Administration can deter- 
mine upon the proper course to be adopted to bring 
them into subjection if they should manifest any 
balligerent testing or, (and as I hope,) if they be 
pacificaily inclined, to enter into treaties of amity 
with thera, and with the view of encouraging them 
to abandon their wild and rambling habits, and 
settle down inte habits more consonant with our 
own mode of civilized life. 

Sir, it is for the commi'tee to determine whether 
these objects are desirable of attainment. If they 
so determine, they must provide the requisite 
means; and, as | have already sajd, | do not con- 
sider it a valid objection that some gentlemen are 
apprehensive the Administration may adopt meas- 
ures that will prove ineffectual to the end proposed. 
The Administration will be responsible, and will 
be held to a strict account for all its proceedings; 
and | am sure it will not shrink from its responsi- 
bilities, nor ever to evade its scooutesbility. 
I trust, eiry the full amount asked for will be ap- 
propriated, 1 withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, renewed the 
amendment, proyorma, of Mr. Hat to reduce the 
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proposed appropriation to $500, and addressed the 
committee in opposition thereto, and in favor of 
enpsopmating $30,000. 

r. J. said, that toadopt the amendment of the 
gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. Haut,] reducing 
the appropriation to $500 must, as it was clearly 
designed, defeat entirely the objects contemplated 
both by the Indian Bureau and the Indian Com- 
mittee, 

He would explain to the gentlemen of the House, 
that the original appropriation asked by the Bu- 
reau was $25,000; but, that on the urgent pressing 
and explanation of a Senator or Senators of the 
Southwest, the Bureau had requested, after mature 


reflection, the amount of $25,000 more—making || 


$50,000 for these objects. 

The Committee on Indian Affairs had maturely 
considered these facts, and had stricken off $20,000; 
thus reducing the sum to $30,000—which was the 
sum now asked to be appropriated. 

This was a sum designed to be used and ex- 
pended to obtain necessary information of the va- 
rious tribes reduced to our jurisdiction by the late 
treaty with Mexico ceding to us an immense ex- 
tent of new territory. 


duced to a proper subjection, or involve us in anew 
war, or in immense cost with the Government of 
Mexico. They must be reduced to the control 
now exercised by the Indian Department of the 
Government and to our Indian Intercourse Laws, 
or they must remain independent and in an attitude 


| of hostility. 


Now, (Mr. J. said,) these were general consid- 
erations, either one of which he could not hesitate 
to regard as conclusive on this appropriation. 

The region of country embraced two thousand 
miles of our frontier on the Mexican nation; to 
wit: from the Gulf to the Pacific ocean. 

He had inquired and learned, that the depart- 
ment was wholly at a loss ho'yv to act and what to 
recommend for want of facts and knowledge. 


They did not know what tribes were on this || 


border; what the numbers of the tribes; what the 


disposition, name, or location of the tribes, where | 


to locate or send agents, whether agents would 


be received, or anything about them, even of pre- || 


liminary knowledge, so that anything could be 
done. 

Duties devolved on us exclusive of our treaty 
stipulations with Mexico. Our policy itself re- 
quired they should be brought in subjection, unless 


we intended to abandon one of the fairest portions || 
of the inhabitable globe, and leave the Indians in || 


possession of the land, with their wild, roving, 
lawless, and savage habits. . 

This appropriation was recommended by the 
proper department, and had been maturely consid- 
ered by himself and the committee over which he 
had the honor to preside. Reflect! This Gov- 
ernment now sends forth the commission of bound- 
ary survey, in conjunction with Mexico. It was 
to be attended with a large and imposing military 
force; with the commissioners of both Govern- 
ments, the banners of both nations, and with all the 
circumstance and power of two great nations. The 
movements of this body would be slow, and would 
be continuous, until they had reached the extrem- 
ities of our Empire. It would inspire, as a mani- 
festation of power, absolute respect among the va- 
rious tribes it must penetrate on-a frontier so wild, 
uninhabited, and extended. It would prepate the 
Indian to treat. He would never be so well pre- 
pared to treat justly and equitably as when appre- 
ciating the power of the people with whom he en- 
tered into treaty obligations; never so well con- 
vinced of the necessity of adhering in good faith 
to his agreements, as when made in the face of a 
manifestation of power and an exhibition of force 
that satisfied him of the existence of a day of retri- 
bution, should he violate his treaties with the Uni- 
ted States. 

The same effect can never be produced on the 
many border tribes, except by a similar force, 
which will never be employed by this Government 
to effect objects of what they now consider to be 
of so slight importance that they will not make an 

priation of $30,000 to effect. 

t is said we have two or three agents now in 
that region of country, to whom we should look 
for information. Sir, it will never do. Sir, we 
ask of two or three men to give knowledge of all 
the savage, hostile, and impenetrable and implaca- 
ble tribes on a frontier of two thousand miles, and 





| habit it. How does the gentleman who so 


| for we know the tribes are independent an 


| treaty stipulations with Mexico, as well a 





| Where shall we send agents? 
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without forts or troops, or even ai ng 
power of Government. It is unteetensbl OF the 


It is said by some, that the Apaches sl, 


come to know more than the bureau which. 
its command the pare. the power, and ¢ 
tuted authority of the United § States? If such 

the case, it is admitted that the Apaches are de 
ded into many bands; each band is independen 
and are as much separate nations as if enio..’ 


separate names. But this is not correct, | j a 


like, and we know that for years they have _ 


on war successfully against the Mexicans, 
Now, to control them, we are bound by Solemn 


8 by the 


has a 
he COnsti. 


long-established policy of our Government 


give the Government information. Who are ~ 
Indians? their numbers? their names? Where are 


they, what their locations and what their con, 
tions, and what is necessary to control them) 


What numbe, 
send? Where erect forts? Who are at perc 


| who at war?) Who are willing to treat now, ani 
: | for what? 
The tribes on this new territory must be re- || 


Sir, a new people are ours and new duties arise, 


| Let us discharge them. Butabove all, | now pre. 
| sent for your consideration that, whether Viewed 


as a matter of honor and faith, or economy, my 
seal the lips of the veriest, most inveterate cayiller. 
By our treaty we our bound to restrain our {). 


| dians, and by express clause, we are bound to 
| prevent their incursions upon the Mexican people 
‘| and frontier. 


Sir, two years have expired, and 
this appropriation is the very first step take 
to procure that information, without which we 
know not where or whom even to send to make, 
treaty of peace. How can we restrain Indians o; 


| provide means and send against them, if we know 


neither who or where they are? Sir, (said Mr. J,,) 


| if we are bound to keep our Indians off of Mexico, 


we are liable for all damage caused by our nexzlec: 
to do so. It then is economical to spend $30 (i) 
for this object, when we reflect that a single incur. 
sion of a hundred Indians may destroy, kill, burn, 
and steal one hundred thousand dollars of prop. 
erty, and in a year millions for which we may 
be made, as a Government, liable. 

Sir, the policy and appropriation to support it, 
is one of generous humanity, of strict good faith 
and wise economy. 

Mr. HOLMES renewed it, and made an urgent 
appeal in favor of the appropriation. He ex- 
pressed the utter astonishment with which, in the 
present state of the Indian tribes, he had seen 
opposition made to a proposition so plain and 
sensible. The faith of treaties, he contended, de- 


_manded a large appropriations for the purpose of 


quieting these tribes. A sense of duty on the part 
of the Government to its own citizens who were 
now suffering from their depredations, required 
that agents should be sent among them, witha 
large amount of presents and of money, so as lo 
conciliate the tribes, and thus at once comply with 
our treaty stipulations, and throw the mantle of 
protection around our own people. He insisted 
on the impolicy of losing the favorable opportunity 
afforded by the boundary commission to alain 
these objects. He withdrew the amendment. 
Mr. THOMPSON renewed the amendment, and 
said, the whole committee must be aware of our 
treaty obligations with Mexico. All of us desire 
the information which it is professed, is sought by 
the amendment of the chairman of the Commitee 
on Indian Affairs, [Mr.Jonnson.} But we all 
profess to be to the increase and enlarge: 
ment of Executive patronage; and if all we desire 
can be obtained without this expenditure of money, 
and without the increase of the number of pubic 
officers, we must be opposed to the amendment. 
The commissioner for ranning the boundary line, 
is said to be a gentleman of learning. The eng'- 
neer, Colonel McClellan, is well known as worthy 
of our confidence for his talents and perseverance. 
There will be a military force sent with the bound: 
ary commission. [t is the officers 
will be reliable gentlemen. The movements of 
the commission will necessarily be slow, and 
will give the amplest time to these officers 0 


mix with the various tribes on the route, 
ascertain the resources, the strength, and the 
character of each Indian band on the way 























presel 
feelin 
was I 
ernm 
the li 
for a! 
and t 
in re 
aliat 
men! 
for t 
but | 
for | 
his 
reat 
int 
por 
our 
me 
afl 
as 
re 

if 
fic 


mi 















@ 





=< 















maw £&s —_ & ae 


















































































of our good will; and it was for this 
agreed to an increase of the appro-- 
of the Indian Depart- 
2,000 to $15,000, and the increase of 
tion to purchase presents. 
n these sums were enlarged. The 
Government to the various wild 
d be, in his opinion, the army. 
ollect all the desired information, and 
rts we can be pre 
wiedge and a perfect understanding. He 
his unwillingness, therefore, to vote the 
ation, which involved an unnecessary ex- 
d enlargement of Executive patronage. 

r. T. withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. HOWARD renewed it. After an explana- 
ween Mr. H. and Mr. Tuompson, of Mis- 
as to the particular mode im which the 
ntemplated by the appropriation was to 
ve rendered, Mr. Hl. proceeded to urge that the | 
tion should be made. 
to enable the department to purchase | 
&c., by which to conciliate the friendly | 
The amount proposed 
It was well known that the Gov- 
ernment had not been very fortunate in conquering | 
the Indians, or punishing them by force of arms 
for any depredations they might have committed, 
and that the chief success which we had met with | 
in regard to them had been accomplished by con- 
The Mexican Govern- | 


on for the contingencies 


red to act with | 


Its principal ob- | 


feelings of the Indians. 





qliation and negotiation. 
ment had made a demand upon this Government | 
for the fulfillment of the stipulations of the treaty; 
but up to this time no measures had been adopted 
for the accomplishment of that object’ He had in || 
his possession a letter (which was subsequently | 
read by the Clerk) from an officer at San Antomo 
in relation to this subject. 
portunity could present itself for compliance with 
our treaty stipulations, and for taking the requisite 
measures to carry out these stipulations, than was 
afforded by this boundary commission—su pported 
as it would be by a milwtary force, and thus im- || 
pressing the Indians with some idea of the strength 
It was the opinion of the of- | 
fcers of the army that an attempt should not be 

made to conquer these tribes, unless they should | 
break out into hostilities against us, but that we 
should effect the object we had in view by propi- 
tiation in the mode contemplated by this amend- | 


No more favorable op- 


of the Government. 





Mr. H. withdrew the amendment. 
Mr. WHITE renewed the amendment to the 
amendment, for the purpose, he said, of having a 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said that 
$15,000 was already appropriated for those In- 
dians to whom the correspondent of the gentleman 
from Texas had alluded, having been included in 
an amendment which was adopted not ten minutes 


Mr. HOWARD aaid, the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi was mistaken. His correspondent alluded 
to the Indians along the whole line. 

The question was taken, and the amendment of | 
Mr. Hat to the amendment was agreed to. 
estion recurring upon the amendment as 





Mr. CROWELL (upon a pro forma amendment) 
explained the reasons which had influenced the 
Committee on Indian Affairs in reporting these 
We were under treaty stipulations 
with Mexico to defend her froptier and inhabitants 
from the hostile depredations of these Indian tribes 
upon her border, and also to restore to Mexico 
those of their people whom the Indians, in their 
hostile ineursions into her territory, had taken. | 

he question was, what was the best mode of | 
fulfilling these treaty obligations? These Indians, | 
*pread over the territory stretching along the north- | 
ern boundary of Mexico from the Rio Grande to 
the Pacific, were exceedingly wild. Of their num- 
bers, their pursuits, their modes of life, &c., our 
Government was entirely ignorant. In order 
cultivate friendly relauons, and thus enable our- 
Selves to fulfill our treaty stipulations, it was ne- | 
Cessary to send some person to gather information 
Yoon these and various other points respecting 
them. The present was a very proper occasion — 
to send out such an agent, ander the protection of | 
the military escort which accompanied the bound- | 
ary commissioner. If sent out now, it would avoid | 
i escort, 


the necessity of a special military 
cdeaiehen soald meetaganery 


which 
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Mr. WHITE renewed the amendment of Mr. 
Jounson, of Arkansas, and called for a vote. 


Mr. KAU®MAN moved a pro forma amend- 
ment, for the purpose of making a few remarks. 
He insisted on the Government exercising its 
duties in such manner as to subserve the interests 
of every portion of the country. He regretted 
that the gentleman from Missouri, and the gen- 
tleman from Mississippi, should have felt them- 
selves bound to oppose this appropriation. In 
his opinion, the expenditure of a few thousand 
'| dollars in endeavors to conciliate these Indian || 
tribes would produce much greater effect, than 
the waste of millions in coercing them, The Del- 
egate from Minnesota had said that there existed 
among these Indians a general feeling of hostility 
against the United States. It is impossible to co- 
erce these tribes to submission. Every attempt || 
we make to subdue them by@orce, will only lead || 
to new outrages on our frontier settlers, by way || 
of satisfying their vengeance, He had just re- || 
ceived a letter from a gentleman well acquainted 
with the character and habits of these Indians, 
who states it as his conviction that a few thousands |) 
expended in presents, would be much more effect- 
ual than the expenditure of millions in coercion. 
It was this policy which was principally pursued 
by the Government of Texas. It was found effi- 
cacious there, and it would be found equally so in 
|| the United States. We are told that the officers 
| of the army connected with the expedition to 
survey the boundry between Mexico and the || 
| United States will take this charge on themselves. || 
But this is no part of their duty. ‘They are not || 
sent to the frontier for that purpose. The pro- | 
per mode is to send an agent. He will go there || 
charged with this special duty, and he will en- 
deavor to execute it so as to promote the best in- | 
terest of the country. He did not think that 





| 


| 





$50,000 had been recommended by the Commis- 
| sioner of Indian Affairs, and even that sum might 
be disbursed among these Indians very advanta- 
geously by the United States. Treaties must be 
| negotiated, and presents distributed for the purpose 
| of impressing on these tribes a belief in the sincerity 
| of our efforts to conciliate, and to show them that 





our Government is just and considerate. He would || 


repeat, that a few thousands would do more for 
us by conciliation, than could be effected by mil- 
lions expended in coercion, which would involve 
|| us in all the difficulties of an Indian war. 

|| But it has been said against this appropriation, 
\| that already $15,000 have been appropriated for 
Texas. Thatis true. That amount is insufficient 
for the purpose contemplated. But that was in- 
tended for Indians living within Texas. This 
appropriation is intended principally for those In- 
dians living along the line of a thousand miles from 
|| El Paso to the Pacific ocean. The two appropri 
|| ations are for entirely different objects. e hoped 
the amendment would be adopted. 


So the amendment of Mr. Jounson, as amended, || 


was agreed to. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, under similar in- 
|| Structions, moved the following amendment: 
* Por expenses of treating with the Mississippi and St. 
|| Peter’s Sioux, for the extinguishmentof their title to lands 
in Minnesota Territory, $15,000.” 
As this amendment and the next and last which 

he was instructed to offer came under the same ex- 

lanation,he caused to be read theamendment which 
immediately follows. He explained, that both these 
amendments were for the purpose of concluding 
treaties, and for purchasing lands in the Territory 
of Minnesota. That Territory embraced about one 
hundred and sixty thousand square miles; out of 
which only about fifteen thousand square miles 
belonged to the American Government—the Ip- 
dian title being extinguished. The balance be- 
longed to the Indian tribes. Our people—the set- 
tlers in that Territory—were pressing upon these 
tribes, and it became necessary to purchase a por- 
tior of their lands, or see these Indians driven out 
|| by the whites without receiving any compensation 
whatever; which would be productive of very 
great excitement and difficulty, and, perhaps, of 
war upon our frontier, , 

He caused to be read the communication from 
the Department of the Interior, setting forth the 
necessity of this appropriation. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to, ay 


| 








Mr. J., under similar instructions, offered the 
following amendment: . 

“For expenses of treating with the Indians and Haif- 
breeds, for the extinguishment of the title to their lands on 
a" the North, in the Territory of Minnesow, 

,000. 


The question was taken, and the amendment 


| was agreed to. 


On motion by Mr. BOKEE, the committee then 
rose, and the chairman reported the bill and 
amendments to the House. 

The question was stated by the Speaker to be 
on agreeing to the amendments, and on ordering 
the bill to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. BAYLY demanded the previous question. 

There was a second, and the main question was 
ordered to be now taken. 

that the amendments 


The SPEAKER said 
would be read, and that if any gentleman desired 
a Separate question on any amendment, he would 
designate it. If not, the question would be taken 
on the amendments in the aggregate. 


All the amendments, with the exceptions here- 


after mentioned, were agreed to. 


INDIAN TREATIES, STATISTICS, &c. 
_Mr. McMULLEN demanded a separate ques- 
tion on the following amendment, reported from the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union: 

* For expenses for procuring information and collecting 


| Statistics necessary to the Indian Bureau, and for making 


treaties with and presents to the various tribes of {ndians 
residing within the limits of the United States upon the 


| borders of Mexico, $30,000.” 


Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, asked for the yeas 


| and nays; which were ordered. 


The question was taken, and decided in the al- 
firmative—yeas 98, nays 62; as follow: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Ashmun, 
Bayly, Bennett, Bokee, Booth, Briggs, Brooks, Albert GQ, 
Brown, Buel, Burrows, Thomas B. Butler, Calvin, 
Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Conger, Corwia, Crow- 


$30,000 was too large a sum for the purpose: || ell, Dickey, Disney, Dixon, Doty, Duer, Duncan, Na- 


than Evans, Fowler, Preedl. y, Giddings, Gitmore, Gout, 
Gould, Halloway, Haralson, Sampson W- Harris, Hay- 
mond, Henry, Hilliard, Holladay, Holmes, Houston, How- 


| ard, Howe, Joseph W. Jackson, Kobert W. Johnson, Jones, 


| Kaufman, Kerr, George G. King, James G. King, Jon A. 
| King, Preston Kihg, Leffler, Marshall, Matteson, Mc Dow- 
| ell, McGaughey, McKissock, McWillie, Moore, Morton, 
Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Owen, Peaslee, Peck, Pitan, Reed, 
Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Root, Rose, Sackett, Savage, 
Schermerhorn, Sehoolcraft, Shepperd, Silvester, sSpaul- 
| ding, 8 ue, Stanly, R. H. Stanton, Thaddeus Stevens, 
| Taylor, John B. Thompson, Underhill, Walden, Waldo, 
Watkins, Wellborn, White, Witiiams, and Wilson—9s. 
NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Averett, Bay, Bingham, Bie- 

sell, W, J. Brown, Burt, Joseph Cable, G. A. Caldwell, J. 
| P. Caldwell, Cartter, Clingman, W R. W. Cobb, Coleock, 
| Daniel, Deberry, Dimmick, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, 

Falier, Gorman, Green , Hall, Hamilton, Harlan, 1. G. Harrie, 
| Thomas L. Harris, Hoagland, Hubbard, Hunter, Andrew 
| Johnson, Julian, La Sére, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mc Donald, 
| McLanahan, McMalien, McQueen, Morris, Orr, Otis, Pot- 
| ter, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Sawtelle, Sed- 
| don, Stetsoa, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Wai- 
| lace, Wentworth, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wilmot, Wood, 
| Woodward, and Young—62, 


So the amendment was agreed to. 

INDIAN TITLES IN MINNESOTA, 
The next amendment on which a separate vote 
| was called for was the following: 


“For expenses of treating with the Mississippi and St. 
| Peter’s Sioux for the extinguishment of their title to lands in 
Minnesota Territory, $15,000,” 


Mr. HARRIS, of lillinois, said he would with- 
| draw the call for a separate vote upon this amend- 
ment after the yore which had just been taken. 
| The SPEAKER said, it would be necessary to 
take the question upon it. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

The question then was on ordering the bill to a 
third reading. a 

Objection was made to the third reading of the 
bill, on the ground that it had not been engrossed, 

The SPEAKER said, if objection was made the 
bill, not having been engrossed, could not be re- 
|| ceived. 
A motion was made that the House adjourn. 
|| The SPEAKER now said, the Chair had been 
| informed that the bill had been engrossed. 
| Mr. ASHMUN said, let us see the bill. 
| The question on the motion to adjourn was 
' called for,.and, being taken, was decided in the 
affirmative—ayes 56, noes 59. 

So the House adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpar, -lugust 5, 1850. 
‘The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 
Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, asked the unani- 
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mous consent of the House to offer a resolution, 
providing that the bills reported from the Commit- 
tee on the District of Columbia shall be made the | 
epecial order of the day for the third Friday of || 
Augast, and each day thereafter until said bills 
shall be diaposed of, 

Objections were made. 

Mr. BROWN moved to suspend the rules. 

The SPEAKER stated that the motion of the | 
gentleman was not now in order, as a prior motion 
to suspend was pending. 

Mr. WHITE. inquired if it would be in. order | 
to move to suspend the rules, and that the House | 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union? 


CALIFORNIA, 


The SPEAKER replied that such a motion was | 
not in order, pending a previous motion to suspend | 
the rules, 

There was now a motion pending, made when || 
the House adjourned on Monday last, by the gen- 
tleman from Indiana, [Mr. Rosinson,} that the || 
rules of the House be suspended to enable him to 
ask leave*to introduce a biil for the admission of 
Caiifornia as a State. 

Mr. PRESTON KING. Upon that question 
I] demand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I submit this for the con- || 
sideration of the Chair: whether when a motion 
to suepend the rules is made, and the question is 
not taken, it does not fall by adjournment? I am 
sure that was the decision in former Congresses. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has held other- | 
wise. There may be precedents on both sides; but | 
the Chair thinks the gentleman from North Caro- 
lina will find the fact to be as the Chair will state; | 
Until the last Congress the motion to suspend the 
rules was in order every day in the week; and 
whenever the House adjourned pending such a |! 
motion it came up the morning following. During |, 
the last Congress the rule was altered so as to per- /; 
mit the motion to suspend the rules to be made | 
only upen Monday; and since that time it has | 
been held by my predecessor and by myself, that | 
the motion when made on Monday and not acted | 
upon, doea not come up on the following day, || 
(because the motion to suspend is not in order ex- 
cept on Monday,) but on the following Monday, || 
The Chair entertains no doubt upon the question, || 

Mr. CLINGMAN., 1 will not take an appeal; || 
but as the House is thin | move a call of the || 
House. 

‘The question being on the motion fora call of | 
the House, was taken, and 1} 

The SPEAKER announced that the noes ap- | 
ssared to have it. 

Mr. CLINGMAN demanded the yeas and nays. | 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and being | 
taken, were—yeas 38, nays 120. 

So the House refused to order a call. 

‘The question recurring upon the motion to sus- || 
pend the rules to enable the gentleman from Indi- || 
ana to ask leave to introduce a bill for the admis- | 
sion of California— 1} 

The yeas and nays were ordered. | 

Mr. PRESTON KING desired to inquire of the | 
Chair whether this was not resolution day, and | 
bemg ec, whether upon a motion for leave to in- | 
troduce a bill to admit California, made by either | 
of the gentlemen from Wisconsin, the bill could || 
not be introduced by the vote of a majority ? | 

‘The SPEAKER replied, that this was resolution || 
day; and when the States were called, a gentle- || 
man obtaining the floor when his State was called, || 
who had given previous notice, could ask leave to || 
introduce a bill, and it could be introduced by the | 
vote of a majority. 

Mr. PRESTON KING. That being the case, | 
the State of Wisconsin being first to be called, 
and two members from Wisconsin (Messrs. Dory | 
and Durkes] having given notice of their intention | 
te ask feave to introduce a bill to admit California, 
I ask the gentleman from Indiana, (Mr. Ropin- | 
SON 

Cale to order. 

Mr. PRESTON KING (continuing his sen- | 
tence) to withdraw his motion, to enable one of the | 
gentlemen from Wisconsin to ask leave to intro- | 
duce his bill. 


} 
| 
\ 
! 
{ 





Renewed calls to order. | 
The SPEAK ER stated thatdebate was notin order. |, 
Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, said he would | 


move Unai the House adjourn 


‘ 


|| Brown, 


' Bowdon, 


The motion was not entertained, and not insist- 
ed upon. 

The SPEAKER announced the question upon 
the suspension of the rules moved by Mr. Ropiy- 
SON. 

The question, ‘‘Shall the rules be suspended ?”” 


|| was. taken, and resulted—yeas J11, nays 67; as 
|| follow: 


YEAS—Messrs, Albertson, Alexander, Allen, Ashmun, Ba- 
ker, Bay, Bennett, Bissell, Bokee, Booth, Briggs, William J. 
Buel, Burrows, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph Cable, 
Calvin, Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chandler, Cleveland, 
Corwin, Crowell, Dickey, Dixon, Doty, Duer, Duncan, Dun- 
ham, Durkee, Nathan Evans, Fowier, Preediey, Fuller, 


|| Giddings, Gilmore, Gorman, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Hall, 


Hatloway, Hartan, Thomas L. Harris, Hebard, Heury, Hib- 


|| bard, Hoagland, Houston, Howe, Hunter, William ‘I. 
|| Jackson, George G. King, James G. King, Jobn A. King, 
|| Preston Kings Leffler, Littteieid, Horace Manu, Job Maun, 


Matteson, McClernand, McLaunahan, Meacham, Moore, 


|| Morris, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Olds, Otis, Peasiee, Peck, 


Phetps, Phoenix, Pitman, Power, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, 


|| Richardson, Risley, Robinsou, Rockwell, Root, hose, Rum- 


sey, Sawtelle, Schemerhorn, Schovleratt, Silvester, Spaut- 
ding, Stanly, ‘Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, Sweetser, Taylor, 


| James Thompson, John B. Thompson, Underhill, Waldeu, 


Waldo, Wentworth, White, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wilmot, 
Wilson, Wood, and Youny—11), 

NAYS—Messrs. Alston, Ashe, Averett, Bayly, Bocock, 
Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Burt, 


son W. Harris, Hilliard, Holladay, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, 


| Joseph W. Jackson, Andrew Johnson, James L. Johnson, || 
|| Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, Kerr, La Sére, Mar- 
| shall, Mason, McWoweil, Robert M. 


McLane, Finis E. 


| McLean, McMullen, McQueen, McWillie, Meade, Morse, 


Morton, Orr, Outlaw, Owen, Powell, Robbins, Ross, Sav- 


|| age, Seddon, Shepperd, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H, 
| Stephens, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, ‘Toombs, Venable, 


Wallace, Watkius, Wellborn, Williams, and Wood- 


ward—7. 


So the rules were not suspended, (two-thirds 


|| not voting in the affirmative. ) 


And the bill was not introduced. 

[Before the result was announced— 

Mr. FITCH rose and addressed the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. Was the gentleman within 
the bar when his name was called? 

Mr. FITCH. I was not; but if I had been, I 
would have voted in the affirmative. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, rose and said, 
that he had paiied off with the gentleman trom 
New York, [Mr. Ceneer,]} and asked, therefore, 
to be excused from voting. 

Mr. S. was excused. 

Mr. DISNEY rose and asked the unanimous 
consent of the House to vote, 

Objection was made. 

So the vote of Mr. D. was not received. 

Mr. BLNGHAM rose and addressed the Chair, 

The SPEAKER. Was the gentleman within 
the bar when his name was called ? 

Mr. BINGHAM. I was not within the bar, 
but I desire to say, that if | had been, 1 would 
have voted in the affirmative.) 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the rules be suspended, 
and that the House resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CARTTER. I call for the regular order of 
business. 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be on 
the motion of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Barty,]} that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 

Mr. WILMOT asked the yeas and nays. 

Mr. PRESTON KING desired the Speaker to 
state, for the information of the House, what the 
regular order of business was. 

he SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness for this day is the call of the States for reso- 
lutions. Buta motion to suspend the rule, for 
the purpose of going into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, is in order. 

Mr. PRESTON KING. As explanatory of a 
point of order, which it is my intention to make, 
lL ask that the Clerk may read the twenty-sixth 
rule of the Heuse. 

The rule was read, as follows: 

* No, 26. All the States and Territories shall be called 
for resolutions on each altvernate Monday during each ses- 
sion of Congress, and, if pecessary to secure this opject.on 
said days, all resoluuons which shall give rise to debate 
shall lie over for discussion, under the rules of the House 
already established ; and the whole of said days shall be ap- 
propriated to resoluuons, uutil all the States and ‘Territories 
are called through.”? 

The rule having been read— 

Mr. PRESTON KING said: I now make this 
point of order, that it is the duty of the Chair te 
announce when the regular order of business is 


EK, C. Cabell, || 
\| George A. Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Chingman, Wil- 
'| Hiamson R. W. Cobb, Daniel, Deberry, Edinundson, Ewing, 
|) Featherston, Hamilton, Haralson, Isham G. Harris, Samp- 





called for, what it is; that under the 
has been read, it is it i that the States sha 
be called for in their order upon alternate M . 
days for resolutions; and that it is the duty of . 
| Chair to recognize a member from that Staie ‘bie 
may be first inorderon the call. [tis known to a 
House, that thegentlemen [Mr.Dory and M; — 
kee} from Wisconsin, months ago, gave notice ot 
| their intention to introduce.a bill for the admissi,. 
of California: ss a State into-the Union. Te 
State (Wisconsin) is the State next in order : 
| the:call, when:the. States shall be-called foe." 
| lutions, and-ander--this rule the bill refene’” 
could be introduced by either of those . 


ar " gentlemen 
under a majority vote. I hold. it to : 
of the Chair + Pas my 


hie. ADGA cdneatpadialy,.omd acid 
| jected to debate, : » that he ob. 


The SPEAKER said the gentleman f; 

York (Mr. Kine,] was pt his jamais 

Mr. PRESTON KING. | was saying at iis 
moment | was interrupted by the gentieman from 
Alabama, (Mr. In@e,) that I hold it to be the dy; 
of the Chair to state the regular order of business 
and to assign the floor toa gentleman from Wis. 

consin, instead of assigning it to a member from 
any other State. 
é a BAYLY interposed, and addressed tie 
air. 

The SPEAKER. The ‘Chair will decide ths 
point of order. The gentleman from New York 
|Mr. Kine) submits asa point of order, under the 
| 26th rule, that, on each alternate Monday, (tha: 

day being set apart for the call of the States for 

resolutions, )*the Chair must call the States for res. 

olutions, and must recognize a member from a 

State which is first enutled to be called on that 

day; and that the Speaker cannot recognize a 

member from any other State than the one in or. 
| der for resolutions, The Chair overrules the point 
| of order, and decides, under the invariable and 
_ uniform practice of the House, that on every Mon- 
day, (when a motion is in order to suspend the 
| rules,) it is in order for any member to be recog- 
| nized by the Chair, and to move a suspension of 
the rules, requiring a vote of two-thirds, to take up 
_ any business out of the regular order of business, 
| or to move to suspend the rules (under a majority 
| vote) for the purpose of going into Commitiee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. The Chair 
| decides that any member may be recognized for 
these purposes, and that such motions are in order, 
as is the motion made by the gentleman from Vir- 
| ginia (Mr. Bayzyjatthistime. The Chait there- 
fore overrules the point of order. 

Mr. KING. 1 took an appeal upon this point 
| the other day. At that time the Chair stated, as 
| the reason for not announcing the order of the day, 
that aspecial order was before the House. | shall 
not. now appeal from the decision of the Chair, but 
will call for the yeas and nays on the motion to 
go into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. . 

Mr. BAYLY, (to the Speaker.) I desire to ask 
a question of the Chair for information. Is not 
the question of the admission of California the 
subject first in order before the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and cannot a 
majority of the committee take it up if they desire 


to do so? 

Mr. WILMOT, (in his seat.) Yes, but you 
never can get it out of committee. : 

The SPEAKER (replying to Mr. Bayxr) said, 
these were questions, the decision of which be- 
longed not to the Speaker, but to the chairman of 
the Committee of the Whole on the siate of the 
Union. The Speaker would state, however, thal 
the business first in order before the Commitee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, was the spe- 
cial message on the subject of the admission of 
California. 

The question onthe. demand for the yeas and 
nays on the motion to go into Commitiee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union was then takeo. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. y 

The question.was taken, and decided in the al- 
fomehiee-900t 98, nays 90; as follow: . 

AS—Messrs. Alston, And Ashe, Ashmun, Aver- 
; Bayly, Bi x Bo on, Boyd, Breck. 
lan Atwert @ maak Bure EO Ge Pos 
Caluwell, Joseph P. Caldwell 
Sah Daniel, Deberry, | 


Holmes, Houston, Howard, 


rule which 
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~ diplomatic ap jation bill is taken up. 
e CHAIRMAN, The ieitlecnat drei Ore- 


w. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, Kerr, James G. King, 
Lvffer, Horace Mann, Marshall, Mason, Me Dow- 
nt M. McLane, Pinis B. MeLean, McMulien, 
oi, Boe. Me Wille, Meade, Morse, Morton, Nelson, Orr, 
peaue Owen, Phenix, Powell, Reed, Risley, Robbins, 
Que, Rose, Ross, Savag~, Seddon, Shepperd, Richard 
_ Alexander H. Stevens, Taylor, Thomas, Jacob 
pee John B. Thompsen, Toombs, Venable, Wal- 
 Wellborn, White, Williams, and Wood- 








Twrvatkins, 


gar 98. 
yAYS— Messrs. 
penwett, Bingham, 


Albertson, Alexander, Allen, Baker, 
Bissell, Booth, William J. Brown, Buel, 
‘we, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph Cable, Calvin, Camp- 
rronartter, Casey, Chandler, Cleveland, Cole, Corwin, | 
eel Dickey, Dimmick, Disney, Dixon, Doty, Dunham, | 
e kee, Fitch, Fowler, Giddings, Gilmore, Gorman, Gould, | 
roan Harlan, Thomas L. Harris, Hebard, Henry, Hib- | 
Be Hoagland, Howe, Hunter, Julian, George G. King, | 


‘an A King, Preston King, Littlefield, Job Mann, Matte- 
MeCiernand, Meacham, Moore, Morris, Newell, Ogle, 
oo. Otis, Peaslee, Peck, Pitman, Potter, Putnam, Rey- | 
. ids Richardson, Robinson, Root, Rumsey, Sackeu, Saw- | 
“'gehermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Silvester, Spaulding, | 
gue, Stanly, Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, Sweeter, | 
Tost Thompson, Underhill, Walden, Waldo, Went- 
i, Whittlesey, Wildriek, Wilmot, Wilson, Wood, | 


pte, 


worth, a 
sid Young—90. 


go the House resolved itself into Committee of | 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Born 
in the chair.) : 
The CHAIRMAN announced, that the Presi- 
gent’s California message was the first business in 


order. 
POST OFFICE APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the California message 
be laid aside, with a view to move to take up House 
pil! No. 233, making appropriations for the service 
of the Post Office Department for the year ending 
40:h June, 1851. 

Mr. WENTWORTH called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. WENTWORTH || 
and OoLe were appointed. 

The question was taken, and the tellers reported, 
ayes 94, noes 75, t 

So the California message and bill were laid 
aside, 





OREGON LAND TITLES. 


Mr. THURSTON rose for the purpose of pro- ‘said) of offering a resolution in the House closing 


posing to take up the Oregon land bill. He said, | 
he had refrained from troubling the House upon | 
this matter. Ele had thought of asking the House | 
this morning to make this bill a special order for 
some future time. He understood from the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means, that 
the appropriation bill which he should ask the 
committee to take up next, after the present (the 
Post Office bill) was the civil and diplomatic ap- 
propriation bill, which would take some two 
weeks. He apprehended that it would not take 
more than an hour to finish the Oregon land bill. 
He wished the committee would do him the favor 
to take up this bill. He made that motion, 

The CHAIRMAN announced the question upon 
the motion of Mr. Tuursron, to take up bill No. 
250, entitled ** A bill to ereate the office of sur- 
veyor general of the public lands in Oregon, and 
to provide for the survey, and to make donations 
to settlers of the said public lands.’’ 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr. ASHMUN said he had just voted to lay 
aside the California bill for the express purpose of 
taking up the Post Offieg appropriation bill. He 
wanted to know if it was in order to move to take 
up any other bill? 

The CHAIRMAN replied, that it was in order 
‘o take up the bill indicated by the gentleman from 
Oregon. A motion, however, to take up the ap- 
Propriation bill would have the preference. 

Mr. ASHMUN. _I make that motion. 

R bs CHAIRMAN - To take up what particu- 

r bill? 


a ASHMUN. The Post Office appropriation 


Mr. THURSTON. If it will accommodate the 
committee better, { will withdraw my motion. 
Several gentlemen appealed to Mr. Tuurstow 
‘o withdraw his motion, stating that they would 
Vote to take up his bill after the Post Office appro- 
Priation should have been disposed of. 
_Mr. THURSTON, 1 withdraw m 
give notice, however, that I shall ask t 
tee to take up the 





motion. I 
commit- 
bill before the civil and 


gon withdraws his motion. 
Mr. BAYLY. I move to take up bill No. 330, 
making appropriations for the service of the Post 


ee eee 


revenues of the Post Office 
service during the fiscal year ending June 30, 
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Andrew Johnson, James L. Johnson, fl Office Department, during the year ending June || so as to make the salaries of the Postmaster Gen- 
| 30, 1851. 





The motion was put, and agreed to. 
So the bill * making appropriations out of the 
epartment, for its 


1851,” was taken up. 
The bill was read through. 
Mr. CAMPBELL obtained the floor. 
After some conversation— 
The bill was read by sections. 
Mr. CAMPBELL yielded the floor to 
Mr. POTTER, who offered the following amend- 


ment: 


Strike from the 7th line of the bill the words * arising 


Mr. CAMPBELL resumed the floor, and ad- 


dressed the committee during*his hour, in a gen- 


eral review of the history of party politics, from the 
foundation of the Government, with the avowed 


|| purpose of showing, (in reply to the speech of his 


colleague, Mr. O.ps,) who (hesaid) had main- 
tained that the Democratic party—from its uni- 
form consistency upon political questions—was 
the only national party, that the Democratic party 
had been upon both sides of every political ques- 
tion which has been agitated since the foundation 
of the Government. 

[The speech will be published in the Appendix.] 

Mr. OLDS rejoined, vindicating the positions 
he had assumed on a former day, in respect to the 
distinctive measures of policy of the two great 
parties; and adverting, incidentally, to various 
minor matters of public policy and political his- 
tory. Mr. O. yielded the floor frequently to Mr. 
Campset for purposes of inquiry and explana- 
tion. 

[A report of the speech will appear in the Ap- 
pendix.) 

Mr. O. having concluded— 

Mr. WHITE obtained the floor, and moved 
that the committee rise, with the intention (he 


general debate on the bill. 

Mr. W., however, withdrew the motion at the 
request of Mr. Porrer, (chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office,) and on his pledge of 
renewal. 

Mr, POTTER moved to amend the bill by in- 
serting as follows: 

Strike out the words “ arising from the revenues of the 
said department,”’ in the 7th line, and insertthe words “ not 
otherwise appropriated.” 

Mr. P. said, that as the bill was reported, it pro- 
vides that these payments shall be made out of the 
revenues of the department. It was the object of 
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eral, the Auditor of the department, and officers 
| and clerks employed in the building, payable out 


|| of the Treasury, by way of set-off to the losses in- 


| curred by the department on account of the frank- 
| ing privilege and the charges which come upon it 
for the delivery of free letters. The Post Office 
| Department he regarded as the pack-horse for the 
| Army and Navy Departments, and every other 
department of the Government; and a very useful 
| one it was; and perhaps might continue to be so. 
| It appeared to him to be proper that these salaries 
| should be charged on the Treasury, and he hoped 
that his amendment would be adopted. 
Mr. PHELPS then rose and stated some objec- 


from the revenues of said department,” and insert the words | tions which he had to the bill, and which would 
** not Otherwise appropriated.” 


| prevent him from voting for it. As reported by 


the Committee of Ways and Means, the bill ap- 
propriated the sum applicable to the expenditures 
of the department, in gross. 

Mr. JONES (interrupting) suggested that he 
|, had prepared an amendment, which he proposed to 
| submit as soon as he could find an opportunity, 
| making these appropriations specific as to the ob- 
| jects to which they should be applied. 

Mr. PHELPS expressed his gratification that 
| the gentleman from Tennessee had prepared an 

amendment of this character. Had that gentle- 

man not done so, he (Mr. P.) would have offered 

an amendment at a proper time. He then pro- 
| ceeded to comment with some disapprobation on 
| the course of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
| charging. the committee with having retrograded 
| in the science of finance, in having reported ap):ro- 
| priations in gross, ‘This was the practice in the 
| early steps of the Government. The Committee 
| of Ways and Means had entirely disregarded the 


|| recommendation of Mr. Jefferson, that all appro- 


| priations should, as far as practicable, be specific 
| in their character. To show to the commities 
what the opinions of Mr. Jefferson on this subject 
| were, he read an extract from the first annual mes- 
sage of Mr. Jefferson, recommending specific ap- 
propriations. 
he amount proposed to be appropriated by the 
| bill as reported is precisely what the Postmaster 
| General, in his estimates, says is necessary for the 
| service of the year. But being appropriated in 
gross, without any specification of the objects to 
|| which it is to be applied, it is left entirely at the 
|| discretion of the Postmaster General to apply it as 
|| he may think best. It may be all consumed in 
| the expenses of the department, in the compensa- 
| tion of mail agents, or in any other way which 
| may fall in with the views of the Postmaster Gen- 
| eral. He could net but express his astonishment 
| that the Committee of Ways and Means should 


this amendment to make thema charge on the || 
general treasury. Heexplained, that as the Post- | 
master General was a member of the Cabinet, and | 
filled one of the Executive offices, it was only || 
ee that his salary should be paid out of the ] 

reasury, and not from the revenues of ths Post | 
Office Department. He stated, that under the law || 
which provided that an aceount should be kept at | 
the post office at Washington, of all the free letters | 
sent through that office, it had been found cat | 
these letters amounted to 500,000. From the ac- 
counts kept in this House and in the Senate, the | 
letters sent free amounted to 396,369 per annum; | 
and that the further amount paid outas compensa- || 
tion to postmasters at the places to which these | 
letters were addressed, for delivery, was $47,500. 
So that it appears the total amount properly 
chargeable to the Government for the free postage | 
of these letters and their estimated delivery, and | 
which is charged against the department, is 
$644,605. 

He referred to the standing a priation of | 
$200,000 in the general appropriation for the pur. | 

se of meeting any deficiency which may arise | 
in the revenues of the department, in consequence | 
of the franking privilege allowed to members. | 
This rot however, as it a — is not one-third | 
part of the amount required to make goed this de- | 
ficiency. Now, what his amendment proposed | 
was, to make the expenses of the home depart- 
ment of the Post Office, payable out of the general | 
Treasury. He stated that there was now standing 
to the credit of the Post Office Department, on the 
books of the Treasury, including the surpluses 
which had accumulated over the ex for 
some years past, the sum of about a million and | 
a half of d . He preposed to amend the bill 





have reported a bill in violation of the law, which 
requires the Postmaster General to send in his 
estimates of the amounts required for the year, and 
the specific objects for which they are required. 

This was an objection he had to the biil, It 
ought to have specified the objects of these appro- 
priations, whether for the transportation of the 
mail, the payment of postmasters, or official agents, 
or for the advertising of letters. This is the only 
way in which a strict accountability can be se- 
cured. 

Another objection he had to the bill was, that 
the Committee of Ways and Means, in reporting 
it, had departed from the usual course of proceed- 
ing in former Congresses, in requiring that the 
salaries of the Postmaster General, the Auditor, 
and the clerks, shall be paid out of the revenue of 
the Post Office Department. Heretofore it had 
been the practice to provide for these items in the 
general appropriation bill. Now the Committee 
of Ways end Means had made them chargeable on 
the revenue of the Post Office Depariment. it 
would have been much better, he contended, had 
it been the object of the committee to stop the drain 


| on the Treasury, to have repealed the law which 


appropriates $200,000 out of the Treasury. 

e regarded the bill as now reported as in 
contradiction to the law organizing the Post Office 
Department, which directs in what manner these 
appropriations shall be charged. If this law was 
to be changed—if it was deemed expedient to 
adopt a new course of policy, it ought to have 
teen done by the passage of a general law, de- 
claring that all these items of expenditure shail be 
charged on the department. 

These were his objections to the bill. And he 
could only further say, that at a moment when it 
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was proposed to make a reduction in the rates of | 
postage, he regarded it as stili more improper to | 
moltply the charges On the revenue of the depart- _ 
ment. 

Mr. GREEN replied to his colleague. Hecon- | 
tended that the appea! on the subject of the reduc- || 
uon of postage could not have much weight, inas- || 
much as it had always been asserted that every || 
reduction in the rate of postage increased the rev- | 
enue of the department. He denied that the de-_ 
partment had ever realized the declarations of | 
those who insisted that it should be a self-exiating, 
self-suttaining department. He called on his col- 
league to tell him whether it had ever paid its ex- 
penses? whether it had ever paid the cost of the _ 
magnificent structure in which it was conducted, | 
and of the officers necessary to keep it in order? || 
Never, 

Mr. PHELPS said something in explanation, 
which was not heard. 

Mr. GREEN said, he desired no information 
beyond that which he had. He believed that 
nothing new could be stated which would have | 
any effect on his opinion. He had looked into || 
the subject sufficiently to enable him to form hia | 
judgment. The department never was self-sustain- | 
ing. 4t had never paid its expenses: he meant the || 
expenses of the building in which it was carried || 
on, the superintendence of repairs, expenses of | 
clerks employed in it. For the last fifty years 
there had been an annual charge on the Treasury | 
ot about $215,000, towards the expenses of the de- | 
partment. ‘he receipts of the Post Office Depart- || 
ment do not go into the Treasury, while all the || 
expenses of the officers necessary for the depart- || 
ment go out of the Treasury. It was the purpose | 
of the Committee of Ways and Means to change | 
this system. He admitted that there might be a | 
million of dollars to the credit of the department || 
on the books of the Treasury, while, if you were 
to draw a draft for a hundred*dollars on account of 
the department, not a single dollar of it could be 
drawn out, 

He repeated, that the department never had paid | 
its ownexpenses. What was the condition of the || 
people of Missouri? If they send on here an ap- | 
plication for some additional mail facilities, the | 
answer is invariably, that the means of the depart- 
ment will not allow them to be granied. People || 
are told that they cannot have new facilities be- || 
cause there are no means to pay for them. He 
contended that it was manifestly unjust that the 
people of Missouri, who consume imported goods, | 
should be taxed to make up this sum of §215,000 || 
paid annually out of the Treasury, while they || 
could get nothing by way of mail facilities in || 
return. The people of the eastern States derived | 
all the advantages of the system, because they got 
their postages down to five cents, and are now ex- || 
erting themselves to get a further reduction to | 
three cents or even less. 

He censured the system of making contracts for || 
the transportion of the mails by steamers, regard- | 
ing it as a fraud that this system should have been | 
thrown on the Navy Department, He was op- || 
posed to the whole system. He was unable to | 
discover any edvantage likely to result from it. || 
it threw upon the country an annual outlay of | 
$1,300,000 for the benefit of commerce, as it was | 
pretended, He denied that Congress had any | 
more right to throw such a tax as this on the } 
country for the benefit of commerce, any more 
than it had for the benefit of agriculture, or of the } 
aita and sciences, It was a scheme for the benefit | 
of a few mail contractors. He particularly desig- | 
nated Mr. Butler King as the individual who had |: 
procured the passage of the law authorizing these || 
conigacis; and asserted that he would at any time | 
wien be could get hold of a sufficient pretext, | 
move a repeal of these contracts. i 

[Some conversation took place here between | 
Mr. Gagen and Mr, Crowaxt, on the subject of 
the positons they had respectively occupied on 
this quenean) 

Mr, GREEN resumed, vindicating Mr. Polk 
from ‘ve waputation cast on him by the gentleman 
from Oho (Me. Crowe.) for having approved 
this bill, stating that he was compelled to do so, | 
or to siop the supplies, 

He concluded with stating it to be his intention 
hereafter o go more at large into this question of 
the mail steamers, It nad been boaated by some 
of these contractors, that by means of cigars, 
champagne, and oysters, they had been able to | 





|| ation should again have been resumed in Commit- 


| minutes. 


| presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- | 


| to perform on its part. 


secure their contracts. He did not believe there 
was any truth in these boastings, but he was desi- 
rous that such imputations should not be cast on 


|| Congress. 


Mr. WHITE moved that the committee rise. 

Mr. CROWELL requested the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Wurre] to withdraw the motion 
for a few moments, to enable him (Mr. C.) to say | 
word in reply toa certain portion of the remarks 
of the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. Green.] 

The motion was not withdrawn. 

The question having been taken and decided in | 

| 


_the affirmative, the committee rose and reported 
| progress. 


TERMINATION OF THE DEBATE. | 

Mr. BAYLY offered a resolution, in the usual | 
terms, providing for the termination of the debate 
on the said bill in fifteen minutes after its consider- 


tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved to amend 
the motion, by substituting two hours for fifteen 
He desired, he said, to submit some re- | 
marks. 


Pending the motion, the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 


propriate committees : 


By Mr. JULIAN: The petition of John L. Frost, praying | 
compensation for property in the city of Washington which 
was destroyed by the British in 1814, and for services ren- 
dered in removing the records of the Government from the 
Capitol immediately preceding its attack hy the British in 
said year. 

By Mr. ANDREWS: The petition of citizens of White 
Hail, in the State of New York, to make White Hall a port 
ol entry. | 

By Mr. WALDO: The petition of E. A. Converse and 147 | 
other citizens and electors of the town of Stafford, Connec- 
ticut, praying for the substitution of a judicious system of 
specific duties in lieu uf the ad valorem principle in our tariff 
laws. 

Also, the petition of Tracy Peck and 48 others, citizens of 
Bristol, Connecticut, asking for an alteration of the tariff | 
laws, by substituting specific for ad valorem duties. 

By Mr. PHCENIX: The petition of Leonard Scott & Co., 
and others, publishers of periodicals, on the subject of post- 








age. 

By Mr. PEASLEE: The petition of C. H. Atherton, 
praying to be allowed interest on his money duting the 
time the Government had the use thereof, and to be remu- 
nerated for his expenses incurred in entering into a contract 
with the Government, which contract the Government failed 
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Mr. SEWARD presented the memorial of Mar- 
cus Spaulding, asking the enactment of a law grant- 
ing bounty land to the officers and soldiers of the 
war of 1812 with Great Britain; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented the petition of Rich- | 
ard Fields, asking compensation for services ren- 
dered in the negotiation of a treaty between the 
United States and the Seminole Indians, in the 
years 1837 and 1838; which was referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. BALDWIN presented a memorial of citi- 
zens of Rockville, in the State of Connecticut, 
setting forth that they have invested not less than 
half a million of dollars.in the manufacture of 
woolen goods, and give employment to more than 
a thousand persons; that this branch of industry 
has saffered very great depression from the inju- 
rious effects of the tariff of 1846; and asking that 
the evils may be remedied by the adoption of a 
judicious system of specific duties instead of ad 
valorem, and that they may be protected from the 
frauds of the foreign manufacturers and importers; 
which was referred to ihe Committee on Manufac- 
tures. 

Mr. SOULE presented the petition of the 
mayor of New Orleans, and the council of the 
first municipality, in favor of the enlargement of 
the limits of the port of New Orleans, by the an- 
nexation of a certain district on the right bank of 
the river opposite the first and third municipalities. 
The memorials set forth the advantage to be de- 
rived from such a step, among which they enu- 
merate that business will be concentrated in the 
vicinity of the custom-house, post-office, and 
mint; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, submitted _docu- 
ments in relation to the claim of Don Juan Do- 
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subject “s* . _ is 
nsation for a quantit tay af ea rae 
~ meg as peop during the late war y;. 
that ublic; w was 7 
“te atta aeaas ga 
r. BRIGHT presented a memorial of «i; 
of Gibson county, Indiana, asking thes, zee 
lands be granted to the officers and soldiers of e 
last war with Great Britain, and the several “toe 
wars; which was referred to the Commitiee 7 
Military Affairs. - 
REPORT FROM A COMMITTER, 

Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on Pubii 
Lands, to which were recommitted the ad verter. 
port on the petition of Robert Butler and additions) 
evidence in his case, asking compensation for pro 
erty taken for public uses, made a report tate, 
mending that the original adverse report be oy, 
firmed, and closing with a resolution that the 


prayer of the petition ought to be granted; which 
was ag to. 


mercq, a Spanish 


com 


RESOLUTION. 
Mr. JONES submitted the following resolution 
which was considered and agreed to: ’ 
Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be ing 
to inquire into the expediency of granting a pensim to the 
Nee of Lieutenant Browning, late of the United States 


Mr. JONES also submitted a paper relating to 


| the same, which was referred to the Commitice on 


Pensions. 
BILL ON LEAVE. 

Mr. BELL asked and obtained the unanimous 
consent of the Senate to introduce a bill granting 
to the State of Alabama the right of way and q 
donation of public land, for the purpose of |ocq 
ting and constructing a railroad from the point a 
which the Nashville and Chattanooga road crosses 
the Tennessee river to the town of Chattanooga; 
which was read a first and second time by its ute 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 


NEW MEXICO. 
On motion by Mr. CASS, the Senate proceeded 
to the consideration of the following resolution; 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of prohibiting bylaw 
any officer of the army from assuming or exercising within 
the limits of the United States any civil power or wuthority 
not conferred by an act of ees and Of providing anad- 
equate punishment for such offences. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, addressed the Sen- 
ate for upwards of two hours upon this resolution. 
Of his speech a report will appear hereafter. 

The further consideration of the subject was 
then postponed until to-morrow. 


NEW MEXICO AND TEXAS. 
Mr. PEARCE, pursuant to notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce the following bill: 


A Bill proposing to the State of Texas the establishment of 
her northern aud western boundaries, the relinquisiment 
by said State of all territory claimed by her exterior w 
ond boundaries, and of ali her claim upon the United 

lates. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the following propositions shall 
be, and the same hereby, are offered to the State of Texas, 
which, when agreed to vy the said State, in an act passed 
by her General Assembly, shall be binding and obligatory 
upon the United States and upon the said State of ‘Texas. 
Provided, That the said agreement by the said General Ar- 
cnet cre be given on or before the first day of Decew- 


> 

First. The State of Texas will agree that her boundary 
of the north shali commence at the point at whieh the me- 
ridiau of 100° west from Greenwich is intersected hy We 
parallel of 36° 30/ north latitude, and shall run from said 
point due west to the meridian of 103° west from Greet- 
wich ; thence her boundary shail ran due soutit to the thir- 
ly second degree of north hatitude ; thence on the said paral- 
lel of 32° of north latitude tu the Kio Bravo del Nore; aud 
thence with the chanuel of said river to te Guill of Mexice. 


Second. The State of Texas cedes to the United States all _ 


her territory exterior to the limits and boundaries wisicl 
she agrees to establish by the firsi article of this agreement 

Thard. ‘The State of Texas relinquishes ali claim upon we 
United States fur liability tor the debis of Texas, and lor 
compensation ot indemnity for the surrender to the United 
States of her ships, forts, arsenals, custoin-houses, Custer 
house revenve-aros and munitions of war, and busid- 
ings, with their sites, which became the properiy of Whe 
United Stites at the time of annexation. 

Fourth. The United States, in consideration of said re- 
duction of b undaries, cession of territory, and relinguis- 
ment of claims, will pay to the State of Texas Ue sum 
ten millions of doliars, in a stock bearing five per cenb 1 
terest, and redeewable at the end of fu teen years, the iv 
wereat payable half-yearly at the Treasury of we United 

tates. ; ! 

Fyth. Immediately after the President of the Used 
States shali have been furnished with an authentic Copy 
the act of the General Assembiy 
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